Advice and Guidance for MCUA Umpires on the use of the ECB Pitch Marking system

	· These tables indicate how ECB rates pitches based on the ‘Total Score’ from the four marks on the Umpires’ Report Card.

· Umpires are not required to record the Total Score anywhere.  When the four marks, given for the pitch’s four properties on the Umpires’ Report Card, ie evenness of bounce, seam movement, bounce and carry, and turn, are added together they provide the ‘Total Score’. The Criteria are examples of the four properties whose marks might contribute towards the various Categories from ‘Very Good’ to ‘Poor’.  Scores appropriate to the descriptions are shown in brackets below, eg (4).

· When marking the pitch umpires should always take into consideration the quality and ability of the bowlers, newness of the ball, and prevailing atmospheric conditions that may influence the amount of movement.  Any variation in performance should be as a result of the quality of the pitch only. 

	Categories

(Total Score)
	Grade
	Criteria

	Very Good

(17-20)
	5
	Good carry (5), limited seam movement (5) and consistent bounce throughout (5), little or no turn (5), recognising that the quality and ability of bowlers may influence amounts of pace, bounce and turn when assessing the pitch

But natural wear sufficient to be responsive to spin later in the game.

(Will require at least one pitch property to be marked as ‘Very Good’, ie a score of 5)

	Good

(14-16)
	4
	Average carry (3), limited seam movement (5), consistent bounce throughout (4), natural wear sufficient to be responsive to spin (4) later in the game, though not quite meeting the criteria for carry and bounce for a "very good" pitch.

(Will require at least two of the pitch properties to be marked ‘Good’, ie a score of 4 

	Average

(10-13)
	3
	Lacks carry and/or bounce (3), and/or has occasional seam movement (3), but consistent in carry and bounce (4). Some turn (3), but with average bounce for the spinner. Falling significantly short of "very good" with respect to carry, bounce and turn.

(ECB considers all Premier League pitches should be ‘Good’ so any ‘Total Score’ of 12 or less will require a comment on the Umpires Report Card)
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	Categories

(Total Score)
	Grade
	Criteria

	Below average

(7-9)
	2
	Either, very little carry and/or bounce (2) and/or more than occasional seam movement (2), or occasional variable (but not excessive or dangerous) bounce (3) and/or occasional variable carry. If a pitch demonstrates these features, then the pitch cannot be rated in a higher category regardless of the amount of turn the pitch displays at any stage of the match. Note: Turn not mentioned so would have an average based on other scores (2)

	Poor

(1-6)
	1
	If any of the following criteria apply, a pitch may be rated "poor":

· The pitch offers excessive seam movement at any stage of the match (1)

· The pitch displays excessive unevenness of bounce for any bowler at any stage of the match (1)

· The pitch offers excessive assistance to spin bowlers, especially early in the match (1)

	Unfit
	0
	The pitch is rated as dangerous if:

· The pitch is excessively wet and slippery whereby players cannot gain a safe foothold. Wet areas may be localised to bowlers run-ups and/or areas on the pitch where the ball is likely to land, or in patches on the outfield

· The pitch surface may be or become so dry or looses that the ball “explodes” through the surface and may fly unpredictably and dangerously 

· Bowlers  footholds have not been properly and safely repaired 

· The Pitch/outfield has been vandalised in any way and is unfit for use


