ENGLAND AND WALES CRICKET BOARD

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA FOR THE 2008 SEASON

ECB Premier Leagues are asked to submit the following information to the ECB Cricket Department, if the information has not already been supplied – my thanks to all those that have provided some or all of the requested information.

League Structure

Please provide confirmation of the clubs in the Premier League and the feeder divisions for the 2008 season. In particular any proposed changes to the ‘pyramid’ structure below the Premier League should be highlighted.

Playing Conditions

Leagues should specify any changes to playing conditions that they wish to adopt for the 2008 season or confirm that their playing conditions are unchanged.  It is particularly important that any change in the number of overs being played is clearly stated.

Standards of Facilities

Leagues should provide details of their facility and pitch marking systems together with details of the marks achieved during the 2007 season.  Any club that did not meet the required ECB standards in 2007 should be identified and the action plans to correct any shortfall should be documented.  Leagues should also document their assessments of the facilities of clubs that might be promoted into the Premier League at the end of the 2008 season and confirm that any club not currently able to meet the facility requirements has been notified in writing and provided with details of the areas that fall short of the requirements.

Junior Cricket

Any club that did not meet the required ECB standards for Junior Cricket in 2007 should be identified and the action plans to correct any deficiencies should be documented.  In addition any club that might be promoted into the Premier League at the end of the 2008 season but whose Junior Cricket arrangements do not currently meet the ECB and League criteria should be identified and any planned remedial actions documented.

ECB Clubmark Accreditation

Clubmark is an important and visible confirmation that clubs with a Junior Section provide a safe and child-friendly environment and all Premier League clubs should obtain and retain Clubmark accreditation.  Any Premier League club that has not obtained Clubmark by the start of the 2009 season will not be eligible to receive ECB funding that season or subsequently until they have achieved Clubmark.

Umpires

It is hoped that all Premier League umpires will want to join ECB ACO during the next 12 months.  Leagues are asked to supply, as soon as possible and on a confidential basis, details of the marks achieved by all umpires in Premier League matches during the 2007 season if these have not already been submitted.  

For 2009 season it is expected that County Boards will collate these marks and forward to ECB ACO Membership Services for consideration and use when appointing major match officials. 

Web sites

All Premier Leagues are required to establish a site on Play-Cricket.com and to update it each week with fixtures and summary results so that the League table is correct.  Clubs should be encouraged to submit complete scorecard details using the Play-Cricket statistics module which now includes best batting and bowling statistics.  Leagues are free to maintain their current web site (if any) and link to it from their Play-Cricket site.  Payment of the administration grant to the League in 2008 is again dependant on maintaining an active and accurate League site on Play-Cricket.

It is also a requirement that all Premier League clubs activate their free site on Play-Cricket and enter, as a minimum, ground and clubhouse details, team information and at least one contact address and e-mail in the ‘about us’ section of their site.  The administration grant will not be paid until this requirement has been met.

Registration

Leagues should ensure that all Premier League players are registered, have agreed to abide by the ECB Code of Conduct and the Spirit of Cricket, and understand that any suspension imposed by the League will apply to all cricket played under the auspices of the ECB and of affiliated Leagues.  It is strongly recommended that Leagues use the ECB Registration Forms initially for new clubs promoted into the Premier League, but it is not necessary to insist on a new form being completed each year if the player information has not changed.  Players should sign a summary sheet covering all players within a club whose details are unchanged.

Alternatively Leagues are encouraged to move to electronic registration using Play-Cricket.com.  Clubs will need to ensure that all players register or are registered centrally on Play-Cricket and apply to become electronic members of that club.  This information can then be linked to the League’s site on Play-Cricket in order that the League can confirm the registration.

Age Profile of Players in Premier Leagues
The Performance Related Fee Payment which rewards clubs who include young players (defined as Under 21 on 1st May that season) in their teams in Premier League matches will operate on broadly the same basis as in 2007.  Increased funding of £76,000 has been allocated for the 2008 season.

Overseas Players
All Leagues must ensure that their registration procedures identify all ‘overseas’ players, defined as players not qualified to play for England.  All players not qualified for England should be registered as Category 3 players even if the League allows players who are qualified for Competitive County Cricket but not for England to play without restriction.  Leagues are asked to supply details of all ‘overseas’ players, including ‘Category 3 – Exempt’ players, to the ECB Cricket Department no later than 27th June 2008.

Leagues should also be aware of the need to obtain adequate checks (equivalent to a Criminal Records Bureau check) as to the suitability of overseas players and coaches.  It is recommended that you and your clubs consult the Overseas Coaches Clearance Procedure which can be found at http://www.ecb.co.uk/ecb/child-welfare/overseas-criminal-records-checks or via the ECB Information – General section of the Play-Cricket site.  As it is likely that overseas players will be involved in coaching it is strongly recommended that all overseas players follow the Procedure.

Player Discipline

The ECB has now established a database of all players who are suspended from cricket for disciplinary reasons and all Leagues are asked to inform the ECB of any players who are banned for some or all of the 2008 season.  Please include details of the player’s club, the nature of the offence, the sentence and the start and end dates of the suspension.  
Financial Arrangements
It is probable that the amounts paid to Clubs and to the Leagues as an administration grant will remain unchanged for the 2008 season.  The increase in the Under 21 players incentive funding will result in an overall increase in funding to Premier Leagues of some 5%.

Timescales

It would be appreciated if the information requested above could be submitted no later than the following:


As soon as possible


Umpire marks for the 2007 season

By Friday 25 April
League structure, playing condition changes, facility details

By Friday 27 June

Overseas player details
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