Captains’ Responsibilities

Playing Regulations require the team captain to do or delegate many things.
Before the toss – provide the umpires with match balls inc spares, team sheets, and payment of the match fee (£45 or £25) – umpires shouldn’t be expected to run after the captain collecting the balls and money after the toss.  The toss will not be made without the team sheets.
At the toss – one umpire must be present.

Drinks intervals are to be taken 1 hour 30 mins after start of play in each innings unless umpires and captains all agree to dispense with either or both.  Make sure someone knows when you as the home team captain take to the field.

Abandoned matches – the away team is entitled to travel even if the home team says conditions are unfit.

Bonus points and the toss
Win toss – bat no more than 55/45 overs – win match – 20 points plus batting bonus points
Win toss – bat more than 55/45 overs – win match – 20 points only

Win toss – bat – lose or draw match – batting bonus points at 55/45 overs plus all bowling points
Win toss – bowl – win match – 20 points only

Win toss – bowl – lose or draw match – all batting and bowling points

Lose toss – bat no more than 55/45 overs – win match – 20 points plus batting bonus points
Lose toss – bat more than 55/45 overs – win match – 20 points only

Lose toss – bat – lose or draw match – batting bonus points at 55/45 overs plus all bowling points

Lose toss – bowl – win match -  20 points plus bowling bonus points
Lose toss – bowl – lose or draw match – all batting and bowling points
Only one appointed umpire - there may be occasions when only one official umpire is present particularly in the 2nd Division.  Fitness of conditions in these instances must be agreed by both captains and umpire.
Junior players – the captain is responsible for ensuring full compliance with fast bowling directives.  Team sheets must show the age group of all junior players, eg U13 up to U19.
Reporting the result - after the match the home scorer will complete the result on the Match Result Form, get the umpires to add the match timings, hopefully without having to penalise a slow over rate.  Then both captains are required to check the details and sign the form as correct.  The home captain is then responsible for submitting the form and the team sheets to the ARSec, preferably scanned and emailed.  Many captains delegate this to their scorer. If photographs from mobile phones are sent please ensure they are readable - some ARSecs will just not accept them and record them as not received.
Other Reports

Pitch assessments - Premier Division 1st XI captains are required to rank opponents’ grounds 1 to 11 at the end of the season.  You have a sample form on which each captain can record scores for how the pitch plays in the same way that umpires are required to do.  This form must be sent to Jim Hathaway by the end of September.
Umpire assessments – all 1st XI umpires must mark each umpire’s performance for each match on the ‘Captains Report’ card.  Marks for five categories are required including communication, control of match, control of players, decision making and finally an overall mark.  The form (downloadable from the website at Admin Docs>Umpires Forms) should be emailed to Kevin Wilson by Wednesday following the match.  The form includes detailed guidance on points to be considered on marking.  Last season, on 32 occasions, captains incurred the £15 fine for failing to produce the report in time, this followed a much better response in 2017.  It is not Kevin’s responsibility to chase these cards and without them MCUA is unable to assess the performances of umpires.  Clearly the longer you wait the more unreliable will be your memory but also marking too quickly may colour your judgement, for instance the overall mark should NOT be based mainly on decisions but should more nearly equate to the average of the other four marks.

Club & Ground assessments – as part of the Club & Ground assessments carried out by the umpires each week, they also assess the teams, on their behaviour and respect for umpires and opponents, and the captains on their cooperation with the umpires and their player control.  It is recommended that any issues arising during the match should be discussed by captains and umpires together in the bar after the match, not with a view to changing the marks awarded but simply so that all can leave the ground without any bad feelings.  In my experience umpires are only too happy to discuss the match afterwards but too rarely get the opportunity. 

The report form has been changed for 2019 because it would appear that too many umpires are taking the marking seriously, many questions are given top marks or answered ‘Yes’ every week and so in future there will be very few Yes/No answers and some of those requiring a mark have been combined into an overall score for the groundsman’s pre-match preparations and duties during the match. The changes to the Disciplinary Regulations for last year also seemed to have caused confusion particularly in respect of the reporting of ABBs.  Only one report was received!  
The Disciplinary notes explain what has been changed for 2019 following the receipt of the latest ECB Guidance.
