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LIVERPOOL & DISTRICT CRICKET COMPETITION

The ECB Premier League in Lancashire
www.lpoolcomp.co.uk
Annual General Meeting 2011
In accordance with the Constitution of the L&DCC Item 7, the Annual General Meeting took place on Tuesday 18th January 2010 at Bootle Cricket Club at 7.30pm.

Outline Agenda

The ordinary business of this AGM consisted of:

1. Welcome and Roll-Call of Member Clubs;
2. Obituaries; - attached.
3. Minutes: AGM 2010/Pre Season SGM 2010/End of Season SGM 2010/End of Season 3rd XI SGM 2010- attached.
4. Matters Arising;
5. Presentation of the Annual Report by the Chairman; - attached
6. Hon Secretary's Report; - attached 

7. Hon Treasurer’s Report and Annual Financial Report; - attached
8. Determination of the subscription for the ensuing year 2011; -attached
9. Business of which due notice has been given; - attached
10. Election of Officers and Committee Members for the ensuing year; - attached
11. Appointment of Honorary Auditor;

12. Appointment of Honorary Legal Advisor;
13. M.C.U.A.
14. Notices

15. Closure of meeting

Chris Weston
 

Hon Sec L&DCC

L&DCC AGM 2011: Detailed Agenda

Agenda Item 1

Welcome and Roll-Call of Member Clubs;
a) The President welcomed club representatives to the meeting and to their AGM at precisely 7.30 pm and explained that, as we had no Chairman, he would be taking The Chair this evening. For reasons of brevity and continuity with previous sets of minutes, hereinafter the Chair of the meeting is referred to as such rather as "President and AGM meeting 2011 Chairman." 
b) The Chair formally expressed the sorrow of all clubs that Hightown CC's clubhouse should have been so severely damaged by fire over the past weekend. Management Committee he knew, would help in any way that was practicable, an offer he knew had also been made by many other clubs and organisations and he wished Hightown CC every success in the future.
c) The Chair handed over to the Hon Sec for some initial notices and the Roll Call
d) The Hon Sec asked that all mobile 'phones be switched off or to silent.
e) Representatives were seated in reverse alphabetic order; this gave the W's in the alphabet a chance to be at the front for once and also put Bootle CC close to the main entrance at the back of the room in case there were issues that they needed to attend to e.g. car parking, junior nets etc.
f) Technically if there was an amendment to a proposal we should vote twice, once for the assimilation of the amendment and again on the amended proposal which had now become the proposal. The history of L&DCC AGMs showed that we had always chosen to vote only once, the assimilation of the proposal being taken on the nod. A brief inconclusive discussion followed and the Chair ruled that the status quo should apply and standard L&DCC practice should continue i.e. single voting.

g) Proposals that were constitutional (numbers 1-3 only) needed 2/3 of all clubs i.e. 25 or more clubs voting in favour, those proposals that were not constitutional needed the lower test of 2/3 of clubs that had actually voted. Our constitution made clear that an abstention did not count as a vote cast.
h) When representatives spoke for the first time, they were asked to identify their club with their voting card.

i) There were apologies from Alan Bristow, Club and Ground Chair, and from Richard McCullagh, Chair of the Disciplinary sub Committee.

j) Roll Call:

	
	CLUB
	Present

/ absent
	Clubmark

	1
	AINSDALE
	
	

	2
	ALDER
	
	

	3
	BOOTLE
	
	

	4
	BIRKENHEAD ST MARYS
	
	

	5
	BURSCOUGH
	
	

	6
	CALDY
	
	

	7
	COLWYN BAY
	
	

	8
	FLEETWOOD HESKETH
	
	

	9
	FORMBY
	
	

	10
	HIGHFIELD
	
	

	11
	HIGHTOWN
	
	

	12
	LEIGH
	
	

	13
	LIVERPOOL
	
	

	14
	LYTHAM
	
	

	15
	MAGHULL
	
	

	16
	MOORFIELD
	
	

	17
	NEW BRIGHTON
	
	

	18
	NEWTON le WILLOWS
	
	

	19
	NORTHERN
	
	

	20
	NORTHOP HALL
	
	

	21
	ORMSKIRK
	
	

	22
	ORRELL RED TRIANGLE
	
	

	23
	PARKFIELD LISCARD
	
	

	24
	PRESTATYN
	
	

	25
	RAINFORD
	
	

	26
	RAINHILL
	
	

	27
	ST. HELENS
	
	

	28
	ST. HELENS RECS
	
	

	29
	SEFTON PARK
	
	

	30
	SKELMERSDALE
	
	

	31
	SOUTHPORT AND BIRKDALE
	
	

	32
	SOUTHPORT TRINITY
	
	

	33
	SUTTON 
	
	

	34
	WALLASEY
	
	

	35
	WAVERTREE
	
	

	36
	WIGAN
	
	

	
	
	
	

	1
	BIRCHFIELD PARK
	
	

	2
	NORLEY HALL
	
	

	3
	OLD XAVERIANS
	
	


Agenda item 2

L&DCC Obituaries Season 2010
The Hon Sec read out the names.

The meeting stood and observed a minute's silence. 
	Burns, Ted


	New Brighton CC

	Chappells, Peter

	Egremont St John's CC, New Brighton CC, Parkfield CC

	Gibson, Roy


	Southport and Birkdale Cricket Club CC

	Lloyd, Peter


	Bromborough Pool CC, Caldy CC, New Brighton CC

	Lyon, John


	St Helens Recs CC,  Lancashire CCC

	Mulligan, Tony


	Birkenhead Park CC, Old Xaverians CC, Prescott CC

	Parker, Roland Glyn


	Sefton Park CC

	Stewart, David


	Caldy CC

	Tickle, Richard


	Formby CC

	Wall, Jim


	Northern CC,  Ormskirk CC, Waterloo Park CC 

	Whalley, John 'JK'


	Northern CC


It had been requested that any names of those omitted be notified to the Hon Sec for inclusion, this list was accurate and replaced that published. 
It was most important that no one was forgotten.

Agenda Item 3

Minutes:
See attached
(i) Minutes of the AGM Jan 2010; 
(ii)
 Minutes of the pre season SGM April 2010;
(iii)
 Minutes of the end of season SGM Oct 2010;
(iv)
 Minutes of the 3rd XI end of season SGM Nov 2010.
Copies of the minutes were available at the front of the room; the Hon Sec had not duplicated x 50 of all 4 sets of minutes in attempt to save the lives of several trees.
There were no comments on any of the minutes which were then proposed and seconded en bloc and 
OVERWHELMINGLY ACCEPTED.
Agenda Item 4. 
Matters Arising;
There were no matters arising.

Agenda Item 5. 
Presentation of the Annual Reports; 
 This had been presented in advance with the Calling Papers

President’s Report Season 2010
2010 has been a more difficult year than usual for your Management Committee not least because we have had no elected Chairman.  Hence this Chairman’s report has become my responsibility.  

In my Handbook message for 2010 I looked forward to the new league structure and a settled period for the Competition.  It appears to me to have been a successful transformation with most clubs relishing the greater competitive edge needed with three divisions of 12.  The introduction of the new format for the 1st and 2nd XI knockout competitions also worked well up to a point; but clearly three quarters of clubs could not qualify for the knockout stage so I hope you support the proposal to increase this proportion to half the clubs.

All competition winners, league and cup, are to be congratulated, as are all the individual winners of Player of the Month awards.  From comments we receive it is clear that clubs take these monthly awards very seriously and I must thank our sponsors, Bridging Finance Solutions, for amongst many other things their support for these monthly and season’s awards.  Commiserations to those clubs unfortunate enough to be relegated but with a closed structure for a few years we are pleased not to be losing any of you.

On the national front, I must record here my heartiest congratulations to Firwood Bootle CC for their success in reaching the finals of the Cockspur Rum 20/20 Club Competition at the ‘Rosebowl' in Hampshire.

For representative cricket, unfortunately I have little to report; losing in the first round of the President’s Trophy and our match against the Cheshire Premier League being cancelled.  You will have a chance at the AGM to vote on the future of representative cricket but for now we have withdrawn from the League Cricket Conference’s knockout competition in 2011.

The Honorary Secretary will mention in his report ECB’s ever-increasing demands on Premier Leagues, and this year’s AGM proposals are again many and detailed, as you will have seen.  Whilst this puts extra pressure on each club’s management it is no less onerous for the Competition’s Management Committee.  I just want to mention one of the changes – registration of ALL players.  Play-Cricket provides a robust player registration system requiring minimal information is easy to use and will produce the following advantages:

· by registering all players, club captains will no longer accidentally play ineligible players in 2nd XI matches and so lose matches by default; 

· by relaxing the time limit for the registration of junior players, 3rd XIs will not be penalised for last minute selections of any players they have not registered;

· by insisting that in ALL matches team sheets are exchanged, we can demonstrate that the Laws of Cricket are being implemented and junior players are being protected; and

· by having team sheets forwarded with Match Result Forms, results and scorecards can be properly checked and accurate league tables will be available throughout the season at all levels.
Now I’ll get off my soapbox, but whilst on the subject of junior players I must mention the Player Development Programme.  This is close to heart of your previous Chairman, Ted Williams, and I’m pleased that we are continuing to support those clubs wishing to nominate players on the 2011 programme.  John Williams, Rainford’s chairman, has helped to put together extremely cost-effective coaching sessions at St Margaret’s, for which I thank him.

We have also extended the PQS pitch assessments for another 15 clubs and next year we intend to complete the exercise for all remaining clubs.  This will take us significantly beyond the funding ECB offered for Premier Division clubs but, as you are all aware, we take Club and Ground facility improvement extremely seriously.  Two thirds of our clubs now meet or exceed the Premier Division standard and are to be congratulated; only four clubs are below the 1st Division standard.

ECB is keen to see Premier Leagues using on-line computer scoring; we are supporting this by providing laptops to Premier Division clubs in 2011 and intend to provide them to all clubs in 2012 assuming all goes well with the system.

Finally, I must thank the members of the Management Committee and all other committee members, including our Assistant Results Secretaries; for all that they do on your behalf.  Anyone who wishes to join this happy band in 2011 will be more than welcome.

Eric Hadfield

President









December 2010
There were no questions for the President, the Report was proposed and seconded and 
OVERWHELMINGLY ACCEPTED
Agenda Item 6.

Hon. Secretary's Report December 2010 
This had been presented in advance with the Calling Papers

As is usual, it is not proposed to duplicate here most of the issues that could be covered in an Hon. Secretary’s report as these continue to be reported to clubs in full on a monthly basis in the ‘summary of minutes’ posted on the website but it is perhaps important to comment here on one issue at some length, that of bureaucracy.
The Hon Sec has already commented in public that Management Committee recognises and regrets the extra bureaucracy that is creeping up, or is it down, upon us. The Hon Sec still feels that this is an endemic problem within sports such as cricket that are in receipt of central government funds. In the case of cricket, money comes into the game from the Government via Sport England and then on to the ECB who distribute it to Premier Leagues such as the L&DCC and the leagues continue the cascade down to the clubs. But ....the money comes with strings - because public money, rightly, has to be accountable. 
The ECB has to jump through hoops for the government and these hoops, to some extent, cascade down (if that is what hoops do!) so that questions such as “how do you know?” and “how can you show?” can be answered “properly”. Many recent initiatives have involved "incentivisation". If you, L&DCC, do "abc" and generate evidence "def" that you have complied, we will give the L&DCC "x" thousand pounds. This inevitably seems to mean a paper chase. 
The issue of the level of fines on clubs is part of this and has been and will be referred to elsewhere. It is important to comment that the level of fining troubles Management Committee and has been a repeated topic at M/C meetings as well as those of Cricket Committee. The differential level of fining between clubs is astonishing, most clubs manage their affairs really well, it is a pleasure to deal with them, but the constant battle with others over routine, fundamental administration tasks makes the Hon Sec worry about how things might be if there were no fines at all.

M/C would be truly delighted to get rid of much of the bureaucratic process if it possibly could - without costing the L&DCC four figure sums of money, money which ultimately goes back to the clubs, a subject on which the Hon Treas will wish to comment.
Chris Weston 
(Hon Sec.)









Dec 2010
There were no questions for the Hon Sec, the Report was proposed and seconded and 
OVERWHELMINGLY ACCEPTED
Club and Ground Chairman's Report December 2010 

See Appendix 1

This had been presented in advance with the Calling Papers
There were no questions, the Report was proposed and seconded and overwhelmingly accepted. 
Disciplinary Chairman's Report

See Appendix 2

This had been presented in advance with the Calling Papers

There were no questions, the Report was proposed and seconded and OVERWHELMINGLY ACCEPTED. 
Agenda Item 7
Financial Statement and Report of the Hon. Treasurer
The Chair explained that the Accounts had not been released with the calling papers as the Accounts had had to remain open in an attempt to (i) get in all the outstanding monies and (ii) try to incorporate the accounts for Annual Dinner 2010 both of which had been particularly difficult this year.
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Notes re - 2010 Accounts

INCOME

1. Club Subscriptions are less than 2009 owing to a number being outstanding at the year end. All clubs have now paid their due amounts.

2. LCB Subscriptions increased due to additional clubs in 2nd Division.

3. Junior Coaching reduced as only clubs participating now contribute which produced the loss of £1798. Figures for 2011 will see increased income and reduced expenditure by an improved Coaching Format. 

4. Handbook income produced the expected surplus, as forecast following the revised 2 publications of Rules & Regulations and Fixtures & Results Handbooks. This allows a credit of £30 to each full member club in 2011 (i.e. 30% reduction).

5. Fines increased mainly due to the number of omissions and incorrect entries on Play Cricket and belated or lack of Umpires Reports. This figure has now peaked and will steadily reduce as Laptop Scoring is introduced and direct upload to Play Cricket cuts out human error and delays in manual entries.

6. Reader Ball Grant was a new entry and will continue provided clubs purchase in sufficent quantity from the local supplier.

EXPENDITURE

1. Administration nearly halved due to increased use of e-mail and website notification, payments by BACS reducing Hon.Treasurer costs, finalisation of the reduction in Consultancy Fees plus reduced printing costs within the year.

2. Subscription LCB - see 2 above.

3. Website Development reduced following the additional ‘set-up’ expenditure in 2009.

OUTLOOK

Income in 2011 is expected to reduce as commented on above. Expenditure will increase as the provision of Laptop Scoring is introduced, Junior Coaching still requires subsidy despite efforts to near breakeven and there will be some further Website Development. Withdrawal from the Presidents Trophy (only 3 Leagues expressed interest in this competition for 2011) will maintain reduced travelling, etc., costs but it is expected that more of a ‘break-even’ position will be shown at 30th September, 2011. A transfer of £5000 will be made to Reserve Fund and there will be further PQS expenditure – the ECB Grant for this purpose only being provided for Premier League clubs.

Grants will remain available for 2011 for Coaching Qualifications and Umpiring Courses – both £50.00 - upon production of the appropriate certification.

Malcolm Barber

Hon. Treasurer

January, 2011
The Hon Treas gave a brief verbal report on the audited accounts in addition to the written report provided above. 
He made clear that the fines had indeed been £6493 in 2010 but the figure needed to be handled with care. In 2009 the comparator figure was £2,956 but this did not include the figure of £4,200 that was refunded to all the clubs at £150 per club that year to pay for their young player's place on the Winter Development Programme.  This brought the total fines on clubs in 2009 to a "fair test" figure of £7,156.  On this basis the 2010 fines were marginally better than those in 2009. 

The Hon Treas concluded that, overall, we were in a strong position and the prospects for the future seemed encouraging. He requested comments on the Financial Statement and Report of the Hon. Treasurer. There were none.

The Report was proposed and seconded and OVERWHELMINGLY ACCEPTED. 
Agenda Item 8 

Determination of the subscription for the ensuing year;

L&DCC Subscription Fees 2011:

The proposal before the meeting is that subscriptions should remain unchanged as follows in 2011:   

Figures in parenthesis = 2010.

                                                                             Subscription              
   L&DCC Handbooks Fee

       

Full Member Clubs:                            £              120    (120)                       100     (100)                                                                           

Associate Member Clubs:                  £                60      ( 60)                         50      (50)                            
These proposals had been presented in advance with the Calling Papers

There were no questions, the proposals were taken as a bloc and proposed and seconded and 
OVERWHELMINGLY ACCEPTED. 
Agenda Item 9
Business of which due notice has been given;
Proposals to AGM 2011 in Handbook 2010 running order:
Appendix 3

The Hon Sec repeated his strictures on the majorities needed for a proposal to have succeeded.
The Chair made clear that there were a lot of proposals, many were uncontroversial and clubs should already have discussed them in detail. Representatives were therefore likely to have arrived at this meeting fully mandated and to save time, where possible, he would try to move directly to a vote.
CONSTITUTION

Proposal 1

This proposal is necessary because, in line with other large sporting organisations such as the ECB and the RUFC, Management Committee notices and reminders to clubs will be issued via the website and not always be issued by e-mail in future.  A separate section of the website for these notices will be clearly identifiable.

Page 3

Add/amend 
3. Membership

(k) The BFS L&DCC website is the official website of the L&DCC.  Each member club will nominate a website administrator who will be responsible for maintaining the club’s own pages on the BFS L&DCC website and regularly checking for Management Committee notices and reminders.  The club’s pages include a contact list of officials and ground information.  Club Officials must include as a minimum the Cricket Chairman, Secretary, Fixture Secretary, Treasurer, team captains, website administrator(s), Child Welfare Officer, Youth Liaison officer, Disciplinary Representative (see (l) below) and an Annual Dinner Contact (see (m) below).

There were no comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.
More than 29 clubs voted in favour. 
PROPOSAL CARRIED.
Proposal 2

This proposal recognises and rewards clubs with the benefits of financial management of L&DCC via the use of the BACS system.
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Add/renumber
6. Finance

(d) Clubs paying by BACS in 2011 will receive a discount of 2.5% on the total paid to the L&DCC for their Annual Subscription, Handbook Fee and LCB Subscription.

There were no comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

More than 30 clubs voted in favour. 
PROPOSAL CARRIED.
Proposal 3

This proposal recognises and updates L&DCC procedures in the light of the 3 x 12 league format and the "round robin" stages of the Knockout Cup that currently precede the start of the league fixtures.

Page 5 

6. Finance

 (e) Should any monies remain outstanding as at the date of the first (league) fixture in April in any year, the offending club will be withdrawn from all knockout competitions and no match points will be gained by any of its teams in league fixtures until such a debt is paid to the Honorary Treasurer and/or to the satisfaction of the Management Committee.

 

There were no comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

More than 29 clubs voted in favour. 
PROPOSAL CARRIED.
PLAYING REGULATIONS

Proposal 4

This proposal comes originally from Cr Co and is necessary to avoid arguments and possible manipulation of match rearrangements when grounds become unavailable after the official fixtures have been published.  Unavoidable rearrangements due to higher teams playing knockout fixtures will normally be permitted automatically. This proposal formalises the process in the light of discussions at the 3rd XI End of Season SGM 2010.   
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Add new sub-clause

1. Competitions

a) (c) (iii) In all 3rd XI competitions, if a match is cancelled (for whatever reason), it must be automatically rearranged by the home team who must offer (a minimum of three) alternative dates within 7 days or the home team will be deemed to have conceded the match subject to appeal to the Cricket Committee. If none of the (minimum) three dates is accepted by the away team they shall be deemed to have conceded the match, subject to appeal to the Cricket Committee.  Rearranged matches must be scheduled on Play-Cricket and may be played at any time up to the end of the season. Games that cannot be rearranged, e.g. because of their proximity to the end of the season, shall be either "conceded" or "no decision" as in 1st and 2nd XI games. 
Wigan CC felt that "within 7 days" needed to be come after "must" or the wording meant that the whole game needed to be played within 7 days. M/C did not agree, the use of English seemed perfectly good but took the amendment. 
Northern CC wanted "for whatever reason" changing to "ground unavailability" as the wording introduced ambiguity. The Hon Sec said that "for whatever reason" was a catch all phrase and a cautious use of English, but M/C also accepted this amendment.
Colwyn Bay CC objected to the provision of 3 alternative dates. On a number of occasions they would be unable to fulfill this criterion having only one ground and did not wish to disappoint a young, effectively development, side with a series of points deductions for not having fulfilled a fixture. They tried hard with fixture reversals and alternative grounds but were not always successful.

The Chair replied that the proposal covered this point with the provision of automatic right of referral to Cricket Committee on appeal. The "standard difficulty" for CB CC of Glamorgan fixtures would lead to automatic acceptance of a 1 option rearrangement exactly as happened at present.

b) (c) (iii) In all 3rd XI competitions, if a match is cancelled (for reasons of ground unavailability), it must be automatically rearranged by the home team who must offer within 7 days (a minimum of three) alternative dates or the home team will be deemed to have conceded the match subject to appeal to the Cricket Committee. If none of the (minimum) three dates is accepted by the away team they shall be deemed to have conceded the match, subject to appeal to the Cricket Committee.  Rearranged matches must be scheduled on Play-Cricket and may be played at any time up to the end of the season. Games that cannot be rearranged, e.g. because of their proximity to the end of the season, shall be either "conceded" or "no decision" as in 1st and 2nd XI games. 
There were no further comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

More than 30 clubs voted in favour

1 club voted against

PROPOSAL CARRIED.
Proposal 5

This proposal changes the order in which the various ways of separating clubs on equal points have previously been ordered.  Criterion (d) was previously criterion (b) but it is felt that overall league positions should primarily be based on overall statistics throughout that season and not based on the results of one or two matches.  Also, it is not as easy to use criterion (d) in the league tables on the Play-Cricket website. 
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Amend
1. Competitions
1(d) (i) The league competition winners will be the team scoring the highest number of points at the end of the season.

(ii) If two or more teams finish level on points, their respective final positions will be decided using the following additional criteria:

(a) total number of matches won;

(b) most batting bonus points obtained:

(c) most bowling bonus points obtained.

(d) most number of points obtained in matches between respective teams during the season;

(iii) If after application of the above criteria all is level, the title will be shared. For the purposes of promotion, relegation and county cup qualifications, places will be determined by the toss of a coin.

There were no comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

More than 29 clubs voted in favour. 
PROPOSAL CARRIED.
Proposal 6

This proposal regularises the procedures after 2010 and will avoid confusion as to the home team's responsibilities particularly in respect of spare balls.  Spare balls must be of the same type and manufacture as the original match balls.

Page 12  

Amend

3. Balls

(b) (i) Before the toss each home club will provide two new balls and two spare balls of the same type and manufacture as set out in 2(a)(i) above.

(ii) Both match balls will be given to and inspected and approved by the umpires before the toss.  The umpires will then offer the choice of new ball to the away team captain.

(iii) A spare ball will be used in the event that an original ball is lost or becomes unfit for play. The umpires will allocate spare ball(s) as appropriate and according to age, condition etc. using Law 5.5.  
There were no comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

More than 29 clubs voted in favour. 
PROPOSAL CARRIED.
Proposal 7

This proposal will remove the confusion regarding conceded and defaulted matches, which arose in 2010.  Defaulting is now reserved for situations when a team plays ineligible players or turns up with less than 7 players.

Page 15  

Amend

6. Fines and penalties

(a) In the event of a team conceding a L&DCC league fixture for an unacceptable reason, 10 points will be deducted from its total league points to date and 25 points will be awarded to its opponents.  A club must always fulfill fixtures at the highest level in the event of a concession (e.g. if the 2nd XI concedes, the 3rd XI fulfils the 2nd XI’s fixture).  A minimum number of 7 players constitutes a team. If this number is not available at the scheduled start time plus 1 hour, the team will have conceded on the fixture for an unacceptable reason. Team captains may extend this period only by mutual agreement but, in any event, Rule 4(a)(vi) or 4(b)(vii) will apply.


(b) Any team found to have played a player in any L&DCC match who was ineligible for any of the reasons contained in these rules and regulations will have defaulted on the fixture and be subject to the following penalties: etc ……

Northern CC wanted the bracketed section in a) line 3 removing as if the 3rd XI took the place of the 2nd XI the 2nd XI fixture was fulfilled. M/C again thought that the meaning was perfectly clear but was prepared to accept the amendment.

(a) In the event of a team conceding a L&DCC league fixture for an unacceptable reason, 10 points will be deducted from its total league points to date and 25 points will be awarded to its opponents.  A club must always fulfill fixtures at the highest level in the event of a concession.  ....  A minimum number of 7 players constitutes a team. If this number is not available at the scheduled start time plus 1 hour, the team will have conceded on the fixture for an unacceptable reason. Team captains may extend this period only by mutual agreement but, in any event, Rule 4(a)(vi) or 4(b)(vii) will apply.


(b) Any team found to have played a player in any L&DCC match who was ineligible for any of the reasons contained in these rules and regulations will have defaulted on the fixture and be subject to the following penalties: etc ……

There were no other comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

More than 31 clubs voted in favour. 
PROPOSAL CARRIED.
Proposal 8

This proposal supports existing playing regulations that require clubs to fulfill fixtures from the highest level down and not vice versa. It will penalise clubs that fail to field teams of 11 players, particularly when a lower team has a full complement.
The Chair made the point that this proposal interlocked with proposal 7
Page 15  

Add new clause 6(c) and renumber

6. Fines and penalties
(c)(i) In the 1st and 2nd XIs, if a team having less than 11 players represents a club, a fine of £10 for each player less than 11 shall be levied.

(ii) In the 3rd or lower XIs, if a team having less than 11 players represents a club, on the first three occasions no action will be taken, on the fourth and any subsequent occasions, a fine of £10 for each player less than 11 shall be levied. 
(iii) If a team having less than 11 players represents a club in a higher team, when a lower team has a greater number of players, a fine of £25 for each player less than the required number will be levied.
(d)  In addition to these fines and penalties, fines are imposed in accordance with the following sub-clauses: 8(a)-(ii), (vi), (ix), (x) and (xii), 8(b)(i), 9(a), 10(a), (b) and (c), and 11(d), and point penalties as in 4(a)(vii) above.

There were no comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

23 clubs voted in favour. 

11 clubs voted against

PROPOSAL CARRIED.
Proposal 9a

Management Committee is aware that some clubs feel strongly that Category 3 (not exempt) players are having too great an influence on matches, especially in the lower divisions.  Clubs are therefore being given the opportunity of banning them, effectively from season 2012, altogether.  

Management Committee has listened to feedback from clubs and feels that they should be given the opportunity to vote on the issue again.

It is important to note that ECB’s recent and learned legal advice (Oct 2010) is that if such a ban is implemented it will mean that Category 2 players including Academy players will also have to be banned, the proposal below takes that into account.

Management Committee gives clubs this opportunity to vote but takes no strong position on the matter. At one level the ECB seems to wish to restrict the use of Category 3 (not exempt) players but the legal need to couple such a ban with Category 2 and Academy players seems to be a very high a price to pay.

Page 16  

Amend Clause 7(a)(i) and add Clause 7(a)(ii)

7. Players

(a)(i) Each nominated team in each 1st XI match must field at least nine players qualified to play for England, and may contain no more than two normally resident overseas players, i.e. who are not eligible to play for England and who satisfy the criteria for ‘overseas players resident in England’.

and does not satisfy the criteria for ‘overseas players resident in England’.
(ii) Players in Category 3 (not exempt) shall be ineligible to play in the 1st XIs of the BFS L&DCC as from 1st October 2011.  Such players may play in 2nd or lower XIs only with the special and written permission of the Management Committee.

(iii) Currently registered players or contracted players for first class cricket, including Academy players, shall be ineligible to play in the BFS L&DCC as from 1st October 2011
The Chair made clear that this proposal was framed in the light of up to date guidance from the ECB.

A lengthy discussion took place. Ainsdale CC, BStM CC, N le W CC, New Brighton CC, Ormskirk CC and Rainhill CC all spoke.

New Brighton CC felt that we seemed to have this proposal very regularly, the Hon Sec guessed that it cropped up about every 5 years. New Brighton was not convinced and the Hon Sec promised to trawl AGM minutes and give New Brighton CC an accurate answer. 
The consequences of a ban on Cat 3b having to bring with it a ban on Cat 2s and Academy players had not been appreciated by many clubs. The basis for this linkage was questioned at length and the mood of the meeting was that it was inappropriate; we could and should just try to ban the 3b players if we wanted to.
CW went through the detailed recent and explicit guidance on the matter from the ECB. This had been posted on the website some time ago shortly after it had been received and then discussed on M/C in October 2010. 

http://www.lpoolcomp.co.uk/news.php?id=665 
The guidance had been widely circulated by the ECB and had included County Boards and Academies but the L&DCC had not discussed this directly with Lancashire County Cricket Club.

See also Appendix 1 P42 for a copy of the full ECB guidance.
M/C took the view that it would have been highly irresponsible not to heed this advice when drafting proposals. This was not accepted by Ormskirk who wanted to know who would be bringing an action against who here, it would be against the ECB not the L&DCC, The Hon Sec was not so sure but made very clear that he was not a lawyer and could not answer the question properly. M/C had taken a cautious position on this. Legal Fees could rapidly escalate to 5 or even 6 figures.
The Chair felt that the proposal should not be put to the vote at this meeting but should be returned to as a proposal at the pre season meeting in April 2011 when the ECB guidance had been re-circulated and clubs had had longer to consider the issues here. 
This was agreed by the meeting without dissent.

No formal vote was taken but the Chair asked as a matter of interest and indicatively only, how many clubs would have voted for the proposal. 

13 clubs indicated that they would have done so.
Proposal 9b, that from Colwyn Bay and New Brighton logically follows 9a as this is the natural place for it even though it is "out of chronological order" relative to the other proposals. This proposal will still need to be put to the meeting should proposal 9a be successful, as Colwyn Bay's proposal is for 2011 and 9a for 2012 and onwards.
Proposal 9b

Proposed by Colwyn Bay, CC Seconded by New Brighton CC:

An amendment to "Rules for the Bridging Finance Solutions L&DCC Knockout 'Ray Digman' Trophy"

P24

3. Players 

Existing

3(b) (iv) Cat 3 (non exempt) players are not allowed to play in the L&DCC KO competitions at all in 2010. 

Amend to

3(b) (iv) Cat 3 (non exempt) players be allowed to play in the L&DCC KO competition from all rounds following the preliminary round robin stage. 

The Chair asked Colwyn Bay CC to speak to their proposal. CB CC ran through the proposal and said that they felt it was silly to have a paid Cat 3b having to sit out a competition when he was already here. They had also not appreciated that winning the BFS L&DCC KO competition also provided another valid route into the LCB KO under the terms of the LCB guidance on entry requirements to their cup. They had not realised that it was not simply based on final league position. Given the importance of this route they wanted to field their strongest side in this competition.
New Brighton CC as the seconder of the proposal said that they shared the sense of frustration. It seemed that Bootle had somehow sneaked into the LCB KO; NB CC had not been aware of this route either.

The Chair explained that this rule of entry had been in place for many years, it had not changed but had not been utilised for many years as the top league places had always encompassed the BFS L&DCC KO winner. 
It would need to be repeated at every pre Season Meeting in future.

There were no comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

21 clubs voted in favour. 

9 clubs voted against

PROPOSAL CARRIED.
Proposals 10 25 and 27
Collation of 3rd XI registration proposals

See Appendix 4 in the papers to this meeting, these proposals had been abstracted and collated by the Hon Sec as they all dealt with the same issue that of 3rd XI registration and were to be considered together.

Proposal 10

It has long been the intention to extend player registration to 3rd XI players and this new clause will help 3rd XIs with easier recording of results on play cricket, reduce penalties for playing unregistered players when late cry-offs occur and possibly assist in Child Protection. This proposal has also been modified in the light of discussions at the 3rd XI EoS SGM.

This proposal interlocks with proposals 25/27.
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Add Clause 7(c)(iii) and renumber.

7. Players
(c)(iii) 3rd and lower XI players should be registered before playing but in any event they must be nominated for registration on Play-Cricket within 48 hours of playing their first match.
(iv) All overseas players must be registered to play at a particular level (e.g. 1st XI) at the time of registration and cannot play at a lower level without the agreement of the Management Committee.  No player having played first class cricket within the past five years may play in other than 1st XI cricket without the permission of Management Committee.

(v) All overseas players must be registered if it is intended that they will play in a 3rd XI and non-registered players will not be eligible for selection for any L&DCC representative team.

Northern CC through their Hon Secretary Maria Brant, objected to the work that this would create; they ran 6 teams i.e. 4 teams to which this would apply; it would mean a lot of registrations. They often had to inveigle parents in to play at very short notice; they appreciated the extra 48 hours grace that had been built into the proposal.
Skelmersdale CC questioned the child protection linkage. The Chair replied that this came from personnel at LCB who felt that, as an additional layer of proof of identity, it was useful.

Rainhill CC welcomed the 48 hours retrospective grace provision for 3rd XI Cat 1a registrations.
There were no further comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

OVERWHELMINGLY CARRIED

The Chair asked if this one vote should apply to proposals 25 and 27 as well. The mood of the meeting was for separate votes on them too,
Proposal 25

This proposal interlocks with proposals 10/27 and aims to extend the registration of players to all 3rd and lower XI players.  This is one consequence of adopting the Match Result Form procedures to 3rd XI matches, which includes the submission of team sheets and the subsequent checking of results and scorecards on Play-Cricket.  It will also eliminate the defaulting of 1st or 2nd XI matches when unregistered players are selected by mistake, which happened several times in 2010.
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Replace existing NOTE
Player Registration - 2010
NOTE:

All 1st and 2nd XI players must be accepted as fully registered before they may play for their club as set out in Clause 4.  3rd or lower XI players must be accepted as fully registered no later than 48 hours after their first match.  Registration does not automatically ensure eligibility and it is essential that the Playing Regulation relating to 'Players' is consulted for each league and knockout competition.  The L&DCC Registration system no longer requires clubs to submit registration forms to the Registration Secretary for new players in categories 1 and 2 but clubs will need to keep the forms securely for at least two years.
There were no further comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

OVERWHELMINGLY CARRIED

Proposal 27

This proposal interlocks with 10/25 and is a consequence of the decision to extend player registration to 3rd and lower XI players.  It is hoped that clubs will not use this relaxation regularly and to this end clubs are strongly encouraged to ensure that all their current players are registered before the 2011 season starts.
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Add final sentence to Clause 4(a)(i), 4(a)(ii), 4(b)(i), and delete text in Clause 4(c)(i)
4. (a) New registered players will be required to complete registration forms as follows:

(i) Categories 1a and 2: all players, new and not previously registered with any L&DCC club shall complete a New/Transfer Player Registration Form.  All Registration Forms (and other documents as described in Clause 5 below) shall be retained by the club for at least 2 years and must be made available to the Registration Secretary on demand.  The club’s play-cricket registration administrator shall enter the player details on Play-Cricket at least 72 hours before the first fixture for which the player will be eligible for selection.  However, it will be acceptable for 3rd and lower XI players to be registered within 48 hours of playing their first match.
(ii) Categories 1b, 3 and 3 (exempt): whether new and not previously registered with any club shall complete a New/Transfer Player Registration Form.  All Registration Forms (and other documents as described in Clauses 5 and 8 below) shall be forwarded to the Registration Secretary. to be received at least 72 hours before the first fixture for which the player will be eligible for selection.  For e-mailed forms the signed copy must be received before the first fixture for which the player will be eligible for selection.  The club’s play-cricket registration administrator shall also enter the player details on Play-Cricket at least 72 hours before the first fixture for which the player will be eligible for selection.  There is no relaxation of these requirements for 3rd and lower XI players.
(b)Players transferring from another club and previously registered in the L&DCC Registration system
(i) All transferring players, regardless of category, shall complete a New/Transfer Player Registration Form.  All Registration Forms (and other documents as described in Clauses 5 and 8 below) shall be forwarded to the Registration Secretary. to be received at least 72 hours before the first fixture for which the player will be eligible for selection.  For e-mailed forms the signed copy must be received before the first fixture for which the player will be eligible for selection.  The club’s play-cricket registration administrator shall also enter the player details on Play-Cricket at least 72 hours before the first fixture for which the player will be eligible for selection.  There is no relaxation of these requirements for 3rd and lower XI players.
(c) Entering player’s names on Play-Cricket

(i)
In order to enter scorecard details of matches on Play-Cricket, clubs are required to enter their 1st and 2nd XI players on the Play-Cricket website [ldcc.play-cricket.com].  3rd XI players in categories 1 and 2 do not have to be registered in the L&DCC Player Registration system in order for their names to be entered on Play-Cricket scorecards and for them to play in 3rd XI matches, ie any L&DCC non-registered players may be entered on Play-Cricket after they have played their first 3rd XI fixture.  Appendix 2 to these Player Registration rules sets out the basic requirements for player entry.

There were no further comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

OVERWHELMINGLY CARRIED

Proposal 11

The Laws of Cricket now require umpires to be present at the toss and a fine is appropriate if captains fail to comply. 

Page 18

Add a sentence to Clause 8(a)(vi)
8. Umpires

(a) 1st XI matches:

(vi) At least one umpire must be present at the toss in all matches and it is both captains’ responsibility to ensure that this happens. If the toss takes place without an umpire present both teams will be fined £25.
Wallasey CC was galled to see another fine being imposed particularly one on the Laws of Cricket and suggested that the proposal should be amended to say that the toss must be retaken if the umpires were not present. M/C was happy to take this amendment.

(vi) At least one umpire must be present at the toss in all matches and it is both captains’ responsibility to ensure that this happens. If the toss takes place without an umpire present the toss shall be retaken.
There were no further comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

OVERWHELMINGLY CARRIED

Proposal 12a

Proposal for Revised Submission of Umpires Report Cards 

Proposed Wigan CC:  Seconded Southport and Birkdale CC 
The benefits of this proposal would be: 

a. Comprehensive and timely submission of Umpires Report Cards - to the same high level as for MRFs.

b. More even-handed and accurate marking of umpires' performance.

c. Reduced drain of clubs' finances - fines for late or missing L&DCC Umpires Report Cards in 2010 totalled £2,300.

d. More confidentiality of the marks awarded to umpires 

In relation to point b. above, it is considered that the current marking system too often results in subjective marking dependent on the result of the match. Having the captains consult to produce a set of marks will moderate more extreme views and produce a more accurate set of marks. This is also consistent with the umpires consultation for the marking of the clubs facilities, spirit of cricket, etc ... 

Previously, it has been argued that the Umpires Report Cards are best completed a few days after the match to let things settle and avoid extreme reactions. There is little evidence that this, the current system, produces more objective marks. It is considered that having the captains consult is likely to be much more effective. 

In summary, it is considered that the proposal would result in better collection of more accurate data, reduced paperwork and clubs keeping hold of more of their funds. 

Background Information 

September's newsletter of the ECB ACO (Association of Cricket Officials) contains an open letter from Geoff Lowden, one of the senior officials of the former ACU&S on precisely this subject: 

"It is widely accepted, in umpiring circles that captains err on the side of subjectivity rather than objectivity. All that is required of a captain's report is a reasoned, impartial critique of an umpire's performance. 

"If both captains were instructed to discuss each umpire's performance together before completing and signing the umpires' match reports together, some form of evenness may be achieved, it may even reduce. if not eliminate, partiality. " 

He goes on to discuss the need for a proposal now that Premier Leagues throughout the country submit the marks of their umpires to ECB ACO and that selection of umpires for ECB competitions are made based on this information. 

This proposal is as follows: 
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Amend Clause 8(a)(xii)

1. That the L&DCC Umpires Report Card is completed jointly by the captains immediately after the match and submitted with the Match Report Form (MRF). 

2. That the MRF is therefore amended to include the Umpires Report Card information on a second page. The captains would discuss the umpires' performance and enter a single set of marks and comments. 

3. That marks are collated and feedback is given to umpires on a monthly basis. 

The Chair called on Wigan CC to speak to their proposal.

Wigan CC felt that the proposal would make for lower levels of fining, a lot of clubs had been fined a lot of money over this issue, this was a practical solution to a problem. Newton le Willows suggested inserting "or a nominated player after the word captain. Wigan CC was happy to take that amendment

The Chair advised that the MCUA opposed this proposal. The Chair of the MCUA Hugh Evans spoke and advised that they opposed the proposal for a number of reasons but primarily because this proposal would adversely affect the marking of umpires. 
· The marking of umpires facilitates the grading of umpires over a season; 
· LDCC have been asking clubs to collect marks on behalf of MCUA for 15 years; 

· Umpires are graded on a 5 year average although this is to be reduced to 3 years in line with ECB guidance from 2011; 

· MCUA relies on captains completing the appropriate card after the match; 

· It is accepted that it is not an exact science but it is well tried and tested way of grading 

umpires; 

· Boundary assessments are used to supplement the captains marking system; 

· Joint marking of umpires will reduce the number of marks received; 

· When umpires are discussed by captains after the match there is a danger that the mark will be 'averaged out' to take into account differences of opinion; 

· They recommend that Captains to 'sleep on' the marking of the umpires and give it due consideration so as not to be caught up in the excitement immediately after the match; 

· Information contained on the cards and other information received by MCUA is used to help improve the ability of umpires and aid their development; 

· The marks are confidential and only the collator of the marks has sight of them unless a low mark is received then the umpire is contacted as part of the MCUAs programme of umpire development and improvement; 

· In a recent form issued by the ECB they indicate that the form should be completed by captains separately. 

The proposed changes would not be of any benefit to MCUA and umpires on Merseyside and they recommended to clubs that they vote against the proposals and retain the status quo with captains marking umpires independently. 

Southport and Birkdale CC, as the seconders of the proposal, spoke to support the principle of simplification,  reducing the levels of fines on Captains cards and getting the job done promptly and out of the way.

Ray Rigby spoke as the MCUA representative on Cricket Committee to comment that if this proposal went through everybody in the bar would know the umpires marks, it struck at the heart of confidentiality. Only Mike Dixon saw these marks, it should stay that way.
Birkenhead St Marys CC added that the idea of two captains quietly discussing the umpire's marks was naive; it would be a reason for any on-field ill feeling to be resumed in earnest. To general merriment a specific example of two captains was suggested, the proposal also cut into valuable drinking time! The meeting was amused and in agreement with the sentiments.
Rainhill CC too had severe doubts as to the practicality of the proposal. Wigan CC replied that they still felt it was best to do it on the day and get the job out of the way promptly.
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Amend Clause 8(a)(xii)

1. That the L&DCC Umpires Report Card is completed jointly by the captains or a nominated player immediately after the match and submitted with the Match Report Form (MRF). 

2. That the MRF is therefore amended to include the Umpires Report Card information on a second page. The captains would discuss the umpires' performance and enter a single set of marks and comments. 

3. That marks are collated and feedback is given to umpires on a monthly basis. 

There were no further comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

8 clubs voted in favour. 

26 clubs voted against 

PROPOSAL FAILED
Proposal 12b

This proposal is an amendment from the Management Committee to 12a, the proposal from Wigan CC seconded by Southport & Birkdale CC.  The grading of umpires is high on ECB’s agenda and Management Committee believes that the present procedure of each captain completing and forwarding independent markings is too subjective and results in many cards not being returned at all.  Fines for failing to forward the cards totalled over £2500 in 2010.  Not only is this a waste of clubs’ money but it also makes the grading of umpires something of a lottery.  Captains discussing the performance of the umpires after the match can only improve the objectivity of the marking and ensure that captains do not forget to complete a card.
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Amend Clause 8(a)(xii)
8(xii) The umpires are to be marked in all matches. After the match both captains will together mark each umpire out of 5 on cards provided by the MCUA.  The cards allow each captain to enter his own score if appropriate. Completed cards are to be forwarded by the home team to the Appointments’ Secretary of the MCUA. The home team will be fined £15.00 for each card not received by noon on Wednesday for a Saturday fixture (noon on Thursday/Friday for a Sunday/Monday fixture) and for each week that it remains outstanding.
There were no further comments on this proposal which was very similar to the Wigan CC proposal with a different mechanism for return of the cards to address the confidentiality issue; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

4 clubs voted in favour. 

More than 25 clubs voted against 

PROPOSAL FAILED

The status quo would remain
Proposal 13

3rd XI teams have been successfully using Play-Cricket to record their results and scorecards for many years but checking their accuracy has sometimes been very difficult.  The Match Result Form procedure has worked well for 1st and 2nd XI matches and this proposal now extends this procedure to 3rd and lower XI matches.  Also, despite many reminders that the Laws of Cricket demand the exchange of team sheets before the match, reputedly this does not always happen for 3rd XI teams.  Forwarding the two team sheets with the MRF is part of the procedure and should therefore ensure that the Laws of Cricket are enforced.  The scorers are responsible for filling in the result on the MRF and so some of the details have been moved from the previous Clause 10, which is completely revised in Proposal 14 below.
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Amend Clauses 8(b)(v) and 9(c), and add Clause 9(d)
8(b) 2nd and 3rd XI matches:

(v) For 2nd XI matches only The umpires and the captains will CHECK AND SIGN 

the Match Result Form AFTER the match having CONFIRMED the winner of the toss,

 the result, the total scores, the total overs bowled, the playing times, the 1st innings score 

after 45 overs (league matches). 
9. Scorers

(c) The home team’s scorer will be responsible for completing and signing the Match Result Form with all the details listed below: 

(i) the winner of the toss;

(ii) the line scores together with number of overs bowled and the match result;

(iii) the score after 55/45 overs in the first innings (league matches);

(iv) brief details, giving players’ scores over 30, bowlers with 3 wickets or more, main partnerships, hat tricks etc; and for 1st XI matches

(v) the bonus points awarded to each team.

(d) The Match result Form should be available for completion and signing by the away team’s scorer, umpires and captains within half an hour of the end of the match.
Northern CC through John Watts spoke at length to oppose the proposal.  N CC stated that up to 2007 Match Result Forms were used, the Chair corrected this assertion, Score Sheets had been used and they were quite different, Score Sheets were much more detailed and more complex. N CC continued with the history in detail. The use of play-cricket had been phased in with the 3rd XIs in 2007 and the Score Sheets discontinued. The use of play cricket had then spread to the 1st and 2nd XIs a year or so later. The 2011 suggested proposals seemed simply to be making work for the 3rd XIs. N CC felt that we should now be evaluating play cricket with a possible view to returning to the old system. 
The Hon Sec made clear that the introduction of play-cricket to 1st XIs (primarily the Premier League) was in line with ECB Premier League requirements, we had to do it. As we needed continuity of playing regulations in the L&DCC, we had all voted this through so as to extend play cricket to all 1st and 2nd XIs. This and the other allied proposals in respect of the submission of team sheets would simply generate continuity of L&DCC procedure throughout. MRFs and team sheets were needed in the 3rd XIs as multiple reports to Cr Co in 2010 made clear that some of the names being recorded on play cricket were fraudulent.
N CC replied that if clubs were being fraudulent on one form they would be on another. The proposal for MRFs and team sheets would make no difference and only increase work load to no great end.

The Chair replied that submitting team sheets was also essential for Child Protection reasons. Most juniors first encountered all age cricket in the 3rd XIs. The forms were also there to address the question "were underage players being used appropriately e.g. in line with fast bowling restrictions?"

Exchanging team sheets was not optional it was part of the Laws of Cricket.

N CC felt that 3rd XI MRFs duplicated efforts, they did not understand their purpose. What did Assistant Results Secretaries actually do with them? Checking up on 3rd XI captains was treating them like delinquent children and taking things too far.

Rainhill CC felt that MRFs and team sheets were even more important in 3rd XIs for them to be run properly 

There were no further comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

11 clubs voted in favour. 

20 clubs voted against.

PROPOSAL FAILED
Proposal 14

ECB is providing Premier Leagues with financial assistance to introduce computerised scoring with the main advantage that results and scorecards can be uploaded to Play-Cricket directly after the match.  Management Committee will provide laptop computers loaded with the ‘Total Cricket Scorer’ software, initially to all 1st XI Premier Division clubs for use in the 2011 season.  Some clubs’ scorers already use this system.  Clubs will be aware that mobile phone signals vary across the region.  The internet ‘dongle’, which links the laptop via the mobile phone network to the internet and so to the Play-Cricket website, will need to be selected specifically for each club depending on the network which provides the best reception.  Hence it makes more sense to use the laptops at the clubs’ own grounds for whichever team, 1st or 2nd XI, is at home.  There is no reason to assume that the system will fail but having a paper scoring system used by the away team’s scorer alongside the home team’s computer system will provide a level of insurance whilst scorers get used to the computer program.
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Add Clause 9(e)
9. Scorers
(e) 1st XI Premier Division clubs are provided with a laptop computer and the ‘Total Cricket Scorer’ computer scoring system.  In all home 1st and 2nd XI league matches for these clubs the home team scorer will use this computer scoring system.  The away team scorer in these matches will use whatever method he/she normally uses.  The laptop computers are supplied with internet ‘dongles’ best suited to the mobile phone network reception at each club. 
Wallasey CC asked if Premier 2nd XIs clubs had to have computers. The Chair made clear they did not. The proposal was for 1st XI Premier Division clubs this year not 2nd XI Premier League clubs. 

If a Premier League Club also had a 2nd XI Premier League side then they could use "their" computer at home with the 2nd XI if the 1st XI chose to score away with a book if they wished, but that was not the same idea.
There were no further comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

22 clubs voted in favour. 

7 clubs voted against.

PROPOSAL CARRIED
Proposal 15
The Chair ruled that, in view of the clear vote in proposal 13, proposal 15 could not be put.
This proposal combines the existing Sections 10 and 11 of the Playing Regulations.  Section 10 – Telephoning of results to Fixtures Secretaries is no longer mandatory in view of the timely reporting of results on Play-Cricket, either directly from computer scoring or by teams entering results manually.  Most 1st XI teams already enter the Summary Result on the Saturday evening and 2nd XI teams by noon on Sunday.

Extending the MRF system to all teams makes describing the reporting system much easier.  The MRF is an integral part of the process of entering results and scorecards on Play-Cricket and so Section 11 has been combined with parts of Section 10 which deal with MRFs. 
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Delete existing Sections 10 and 11 and replace with a new Section 10.  Renumber subsequent Sections.  Amend Appendix 1 in line with the previous changes.
10. Reporting results

(a) In order to maintain accurate league tables it is essential that the home team, in 1st and 2nd team matches, enters the summary results on Play-Cricket as soon as possible after the match and in any event no later than 12 noon on the day following the match even if the match was conceded, abandoned or ‘no result’.  3rd and lower teams will be allowed an additional 24 hours to enter summary results.  Failure to comply will result in a £5.00 fine for the home team.  Teams using the TCS computer scoring system will automatically download the result and the scorecards after the match.
(b) The completed and signed Match Result Form, including that for conceded, abandoned or ‘no decision’ matches, together with the two team sheets, must be posted to the appropriate Assistant RS to arrive by noon on the Wednesday following a Saturday fixture (noon on Thursday/Friday for a Sunday/Monday fixture).  If a team sheet is missing the home side must note on the form the circumstances leading to this omission.  Failure to post the Match Result Form and the team sheets by the required time will result in a £5.00 fine for the home team.  The Match Result Form will be deemed invalid if not accompanied by two signed team sheets completed on the standard ECB forms (except for conceded or abandoned matches).

(c) Full match scorecards must be entered on Play-Cricket in accordance with the following rules:

(i) in 1st XI Premier Division club home matches, whether the 1st or 2nd XI team is involved, the scorecards must be downloaded from the TCS computer scoring system as soon as possible after the Match Result Form has been signed by scorers, umpires and captains, and in any event no later than 10.00 pm on the evening of the match;

(ii) in all other 1st, 2nd and 3rd XI matches the home team will be responsible for ensuring that the full scorecard of its match is recorded on Play-Cricket by 7.00 pm on the Tuesday following a Saturday fixture (Wednesday/Thursday for a Sunday/Monday fixture);

(iii) in all other 1st, 2nd and 3rd XI matches the away team will be responsible for ensuring that the full scorecard of its match is checked on Play-Cricket by 7.00 pm on the Wednesday following a Saturday fixture (Thursday/Friday for a Sunday/Monday fixture). If any changes to the scorecards are made by the away team, the home team must be advised so that it can reconfirm the details;

(iv) failure to comply with these deadlines will result in the responsible team being fined £5. 
"APPENDIX 1"
Detailed procedure for recording and reporting results
For all matches
1 
The home team scorer completes the Match Result Form (MRF) (except for the MCUA time allowances’ section, which is applicable to 1st XI matches only).
2 Umpires check the MRF data, and in 1st XI matches only complete the MCUA allowances section, enter the agreed overall over rates for each innings, and sign the form.

3 Scorers sign the MRF.  Home scorer obtains signatures of both team captains after each has checked the scores.

4
Home team posts the MRF, including the two team sheets, to the appropriate ARS to arrive by 12 noon on Wednesday for a Saturday fixture (12 noon on Thursday/Friday for a Sunday/Monday fixture).  If two team sheets are not enclosed a note of explanation must be added to the MRF.
Except for 1st XI Premier Division club matches
5
Home team’s representative completes the Summary Result on Play-Cricket using the MRF information by noon on the day following the match.  For 3rd XI and lower teams an additional 24 hours will be allowed.  
6
Assistant RS (ARS) compares the Summary Results with the MRFs and if necessary makes changes and ‘rl’ locks them.
7 By 7.00 pm on the Tuesday following a Saturday fixture (Wednesday/Thursday for Sunday/Monday fixture): home team enters scorecards from home team scorebook via home team’s play-cricket website and ticks home team’s ‘confirmed’ flag.

8 By 7.00 pm on the Wednesday following a Saturday fixture (Thursday/Friday for Sunday/Monday fixture): away team enters scorecards from away team scorebook via away team’s play-cricket website and ticks away team’s ‘confirmed’ flag.

9
If the away team makes any changes to the result or scorecards the away team should advise the home team who should then re-confirm the Play-Cricket result.
10 Minimum requirements to be entered on the website are:

a) Names of all players involved, with captains and wicket-keepers indicated;

b) Details of each batters’ innings with how out including fielder’s and bowler’s name where applicable and runs scored – including ‘did not bats’;

c) Total extras in each innings (plus breakdown if available);

d) Details of each bowler’s analysis (including those that did not take a wicket); and

e) Fall of each wicket and batter dismissed/batter not out.

For 1st XI Premier Division club matches only

11After the scorers, umpires and captains have signed the MRF and by 10.00 pm on the evening of the match, the 1st or 2nd XI home team scorer will upload the result and scorecards from the TCS computer scoring system directly to the Play-Cricket website. 
For all matches
12 ARS checks scorecards for completeness and any obvious errors, compares with the Summary Result and if possible makes corrections and locks them.  If data is missing ARS will contact clubs concerned. 

13 When ARS is satisfied that all is correct he/she ‘sl’ locks the scorecards.

Proposal 16

This proposal arises from suggestions at the End of Season SGM that group runners up in the BFS KO and the Chester Cup should go forward to the knockout stages.  There have also been adverse comments about the draw process, which is basically as conducted for the 2010 competitions except for the complication of the runners up inclusion.  It is considered therefore, to avoid any confusion in future, that the draw process should be fully described.

Clubs in each group are randomly drawn bearing in mind the need to include a club in each group based on the overall ranking of 1st XI league positions, ie the top nine clubs in the Premier Division are drawn for places in Groups 1 to 9, followed by the bottom three in the Premier Division and the top six in Division 1 etc.  Two of the groups are drawn to create the play-off positions, although it could be argued that Groups 8 and 9 should always be the play-off groups.  After that the KO rounds are pre-drawn, ie there is no further draw for each round.  To ensure that each club’s 1st and 2nd XIs play home and away in each round, the Chester Cup draw is the complete reverse of the BFS KO draw. 
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Replace existing Clause 1(a)
RULES FOR BRIDGING FINANCE SOLUTIONS KNOCKOUT 

TROPHY, CHESTER CUP AND EMBEE TROPHY 
1. Draws

(a) (i) In the BFS KO and the Chester Cup, nine groups of 4 clubs are drawn so as to allow at least one team from each of the Premier, First and Second Divisions to be included in each group.  Group matches will be played on the first three Saturdays of the season.  The winner and runner up in each group will go forward to the KO stage.

(ii) Prior to the draw for the clubs in each group, two group numbers will be drawn to select the groups from which the winners and runners up will play-off respectively for places in Round 1, ie the two group winners will play each other as will the two group runners up.  A play-by date will be set for the play-off matches.

(iii) The play-off winners will take the place in Round 1 of the lowest Group number, eg if Groups 4 and 7 play-off, the winners will take the place in the draw of Group 4 and original Groups 8 and 9 become KO Groups 7 and 8.  Round 1, the quarter-finals, semi-finals and final will be pre-drawn, ie in the BFS KO, Group 1 winner plays Group 2 runner up at the top of the draw, Group 2 winner plays Group 1 runner up and so on finishing with Group 8 winner playing Group 7 runner up at the bottom of the draw.  For the Chester Cup, Round 1 will be the complete reverse with Group 8 winner at home to Group 7 runner up etc.
The Chair made the point that this proposal was a confirmation of procedure and a codifying of what to some extent had already taken place. At the End of Season Meeting 2010 there had been a well received wish to increase the number of clubs going forward from the round robin stages from eight to sixteen and to extend the amount of KO cricket being played on a Sunday. Eight clubs going through to the KO stages was not enough. The Chair moved the meeting towards a vote.

Newton le Willows, represented by Mark Wilkie, intervened to remind the meeting that the suggestion at that end of season meeting had been his. He commented that, when he had made that suggestion of sixteen going forward, he had not envisaged the competition going forward in this particular way. He had never envisaged a continuation of the play-off after the round robin stage to reduce the number of teams from nine to eight, being extended to the eighteen to sixteen. He had always envisaged the nine winners going through plus the 7 best runners up decided on run rate. There was approval in the room from several places for this alternative. The comment was also made in the room that this change of position might just be being favoured as a result of Bootle CC and New Brighton CC having being randomly drawn so as to be in Groups 4 and 9 - which were the two play-off groups post round robin, to reduce numbers from eighteen to sixteen.
The Hon Sec commented that he was happy to accept the envisaged intention but that was not what was actually said on the night at the end of season meeting. 
See Appendix 2 P 45
A lengthy period of intense debate followed. At times there was confusion between the introductory guidance and the proposals proper below. Attempts were made to change the words of the introductory notes (!) to the proposal which it was pointed out, rather missed the point about what we were then to vote upon. A multiplicity of suggestions was made and, at times, the Hon Sec had difficulty writing all the suggested amendments accurately and on two occasions had to call for "dictation speed" from Mark Wilkie.  
The various real time modifications were shown to be unworkable for a variety of reasons - for example we could not simply delete 1 (a) (iii) as parts of this set out the uncontroversial details for the straight KO stages. We needed time to think this through.
The Chair reminded the meeting that we needed some form of this proposal to go through or we would not have sixteen clubs going through, we would revert to the status quo of 9 reducing to 8.

The Hon Treas made the point that we needed this deciding long before the Pre Season Meeting 2011 as the data needed to be entered in the Handbooks.
The Chair proposed that this section needed a complete rewrite. The Hon Sec felt it should be "parked" for now.  M/C should come back to the clubs when this had taken place - by the Pre Season Meeting at the latest.

There were no further comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.
PROPOSAL IN THIS FORM 




 
"PARKED" 

REDRAFTING OF THE PROPOSAL 




OVERWHELMINGLY CARRIED
Proposal 17

Normal dates for the finals of the BFS KO and Chester Cup have been reversed to allow for the final stages of the National Cockspur 20/20 competition.

Play-by dates for the other knockout rounds will provide as much flexibility as possible when clubs are involved in several competitions.
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Amend Clauses 1(c) and 2(a)
(c) (i) The final of the 1st XI knockout (qualified by the name of a sponsor, if applicable) normally will be played on the first Sunday in September.

(ii) The final of the 2nd XI knockout (the Chester Cup) normally will be played on the second
Sunday in September.

(iii) The final of the 3rd XI knockout (the Embee Trophy) will normally be played on the second Sunday in August.

(iv) The dates will be as above unless agreed otherwise by the Management Committee and the venues (grounds of one of the participating teams) will be determined when the draws for the competitions are made.
2. Fixtures

(a) Play-by dates will be laid down by the Management Committee for the playing of matches

in each round except the final. If matches cannot be completed by the dates laid down, an automatic 7 day extension (i.e. Monday to Sunday) will apply. If a result should not be obtained on the final day of the extension period, and the captains do not agree to the option contained in Rule 7(c) below, it will be necessary to toss a coin to decide the winner. In exceptional circumstances, a joint application for an extension supported by both clubs should be submitted to the Management Committee for consideration.

There were no comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

PROPOSAL OVERWHELMINGLY CARRIED 
Colwyn Bay CC said they could not always hear the results of voting, the Chair undertook to repeat them every time using the microphone
Proposal 18

The appetite for the League Cricket Conference’s President’s Trophy has been reducing over recent years with so much other cricket being played on Sundays.  L&DCC has found it impossible in the last few years to field a truly representative team and regrettably the Management Committee has withdrawn the BFS L&DCC from the 2011 competition.  This proposal reflects that which clubs have indicated with their reluctance to release players. 

Page 24

Delete Clause 2(f) and renumber 2(g), and amend Clause 3(c)
2. Fixtures
2(f) The Sunday dates as arranged by the League Cricket Conference for the semi final and final of the President’s Trophy Competition shall be kept clear of all L&DCC 1st XI League and/or Knockout Cup fixtures.
3. Players

(c) A player selected to play for the L&DCC Representative XI in the League

Cricket Conference President’s Trophy quarter final or later round or in the North

West Colts Trophy semi final or final will not be allowed to play in a 1st, 2nd or 3rd

XI Knockout or rearranged league fixture on the same day.
The Chair expressed sorrow that we were suggesting withdrawal. We were not alone in identifying player availability and cost as an issue here, there were only 3 Premier Leagues left in this competition. Mark Wilkie, speaking as last year's manager of the BFS L&DCC Representative Team, said that he assumed it was now too late for 2011. The Hon Sec confirmed that this was the case. Mark Wilkie said that we managed to get a team out last year although he personally had played little part in the process and he thanked Colwyn Bay CC for their efforts there. The team had not been the strongest possible because of various club unavailabilities but many players in the lower divisions were very keen to play. It remained an opportunity to play at a higher level of cricket against some very good players. M/C confirmed their intention to fulfill the fixture versus the Cheshire County League and to return to this issue in future years.
There were no further comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

22 clubs voted in favour. 

9 clubs voted against.

PROPOSAL CARRIED
Proposal 19

This proposal should have been included last year when the Chester Cup format was changed to include the preliminary group matches.

Page 25

Amend Clause 3(d)
3. Players

Chester Cup:

(d) In all rounds following the three group matches a player who has played more 1st XI than 2nd XI league and knockout matches for his club up to any round will not be eligible for participation in the round in question (e.g. if a player has played ten matches, six in the 1st XI [4 league and 2 knockout], he will not be eligible).  If the Cricket Committee considers that a club is seeking to gain an unfair advantage in the group matches because of the eligibility relaxation the Management Committee reserves the right to intervene.
There were no comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

OVERWHELMINGLY CARRIED
Proposal 20

This proposal is required for consistency with the reporting of league match results.
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Amend Clause 6(c) and replace existing Section 7

6. Scorers

6(c) The home team’s scorer will be responsible for completing all details on the Match Result Form within half an hour of the end of the match for signing by the umpires.
7. Reporting results

(a) The requirements of Section 10 of the Playing Regulations will apply except where clearly inappropriate, eg over rate calculations.

(b) The Assistant Results Secretaries of the Premier Division for the 1st, 2nd or 3rd XI league competitions will be responsible for checking that results are reported properly.
The Chair made clear that Cup results had to be sent to the Premier League Assistant Results Secretary.

Sutton CC through their Hon Secretary Sarah Melling, felt that half an hour was not long enough for scorers such as her to complete all their tasks such as gathering flags etc and could another responsible person do this instead?
Ray Rigby as MCUA representative on Cr Co said that the proposal was there to stop umpires having to hang around for hours at the end.

Northop Hall CC through John Isterling commented that this instruction had obviously been drafted by umpires.
The Hon Sec added that this instruction had been in the regulations for years without causing difficulty but we could amend the proposal by substituting "member of the home team" and "as soon as possible" even though it introduced ambiguity. The suggested amendments were readily accepted by the meeting.
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Amend Clause 6(c) and replace existing Section 7

6. Scorers

6(c) A member of the home team, preferably the home team’s scorer will be responsible for completing all details on the Match Result Form as soon as possible at the end of the match for signing by the umpires.
7. Reporting results

(a) The requirements of Section 10 of the Playing Regulations will apply except where clearly inappropriate, eg over rate calculations.

(b) The Assistant Results Secretaries of the Premier Division for the 1st, 2nd or 3rd XI league competitions will be responsible for checking that results are reported properly.
There were no further comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

OVERWHELMINGLY CARRIED
Proposal 21

This proposal comes from Cricket Committee and reflects the need for an earlier start in April for the group matches.  The Embee Trophy matches are of a shorter duration and there is no group match stage
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Replace existing Clause 8(a)(i)
8. Match conditions

(a) General
(i) Matches will consist of one innings per team with each innings being limited to 45 six ball overs in the 1st and 2nd XI Knockouts, and 40 overs in the 3rd XI Knockout. With the possible exception of the final, 1st and 2nd XI matches will commence at 1:00 pm, and 3rd XI matches will commence at 1:30 pm.

There were no comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

OVERWHELMINGLY CARRIED
Proposal  22

There was some confusion regarding free hit deliveries last season and this proposal formalises the procedure.
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Replace existing Clause 8(a)(i)
8. Match conditions
(h) Free Hit following a Foot Fault No Ball
(i) In addition to 8(g) above, the delivery following a no ball called for a foot fault (Law 24.5) shall be a free hit for whichever batsman is facing it. If the delivery for the free hit is not a legitimate delivery (any kind of no ball or a wide ball), then the next delivery will become a free hit for whichever batsman is facing it. The legitimate free hit delivery will count as a ball of the over.
There were no comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

OVERWHELMINGLY CARRIED
Proposal 23

Cockspur 20/20 Rules

ECB have produced a definitive set of rules for this National Club 20/20 competition and L&DCC will reproduce this, with any future ECB revisions, in the Rules & Regulations handbook.  The rules will also apply in the U16/U20 20/20 Competitions, it is thought that the Echo KO may also follow suit. 

P 36 etc

Add current Cockspur 20/20 Rules.
These are not specified here as they will be taken in their entirety from ECB in 2011

There were no comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

OVERWHELMINGLY CARRIED
Proposal 24
The Chair suggested that it would be fairer if these two be taken as two separate proposals. The meeting agreed without comment.
ABBs

This proposal follows additional ECB guidance and tightens up on the application of Law 42, "Spirit of Cricket". In the past, action was taken automatically after the award of three ABBs in two years; this proposal shortens it to two ABBs in two years.
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Modify existing clauses 3(c) and 7(e)

3 (c) Procedure

(i) Umpires advise captain(s) at end of match of intention to record an Accumulated Bad Behaviour (ABB) or to submit a Report. The captain(s) must inform their player(s) of the award of an ABB.
(ii) An ABB is recorded on the Umpires’ C&G Report card and forwarded by the C&G Chairman to the L&DCC Disciplinary representative who will include the details on the BFS L&DCC website.

(iii) For Reports, one umpire takes the responsibility to inform the Merseyside Cricket Umpires Association (hereinafter referred to as ‘the MCUA’) Disciplinary Secretary as soon as possible but within 48 hours of the close of play by written report.

etc …….

There were no comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

OVERWHELMINGLY CARRIED
and P 44

7 (e) Accumulated Bad Behaviour (ABB) marks (as laid down in ECB guidelines):

(i) 

(a) An ABB mark will remain active for a period of two years, after which time it will be automatically "spent".
(b) The award of two ABBs in two years to an individual, where it is has been decided that each infringement in itself does not merit any immediate disciplinary action will result in an automatic  minimum suspension of two weeks and may result in a disciplinary hearing. The two ABBs are then automatically "spent".
(c) Repeated infringements by a team are likely to result in the captain being held responsible for the conduct of his tea (whether or not individual players are also identified for disciplinary action) and being called before a disciplinary hearing.

(d) The penalties available include suspension.

(e)  When issuing the penalty, the Disciplinary Committee may take account of instances of poor team discipline in previous years, particularly where the on the field captain is the same and the prior record of any individual charged.

(f) Captains should ensure they understand their responsibility for the ‘on the field’ behaviour of themselves and their team members.

(ii) etc……..
A club asked if this was not overreacting, two weeks suspension for ABBs seemed too much. The Hon Sec replied that this was a proposal driven by and in line with 2010 ECB guidance that Spirit of Cricket i.e. Law 42 had to be given a higher profile 

A clubs asked about ABBs going forward. The Hon Treas confirmed that those in 2010 would do so, those from 2009 were "spent". Another club asked if this meant that the several players who already had two 2010 ABBs against them, were now automatically suspended for two weeks? The Hon Treas made clear that this was not the case. "Two would become one going forward from 2010 to 2011" if this proposal was accepted.
Skelmersdale CC felt that bad language was often in the heat of the moment and that common sense from the umpire should be enough to deal with such a situation.
The Hon Treasurer disagreed and made clear that loud foul language that reached the boundary particularly when where there were spectators around was always going to be punished, it was totally unacceptable.
There were no further comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

15 clubs voted in favour. 

18 clubs voted against.

PROPOSAL FAILED
Proposal 25

This had already been taken under proposal 10 and with proposal 27, as a bloc.

Proposal 26

This proposal recognizes the Management Committee’s decision to dispense with the L&DCC database of registered players in Categories 1a and 2 and to rely solely on the Play-Cricket player registration system.  The duplication of effort to manage both systems is immense and Play-Cricket has been found to be completely reliable.  One consequence of this decision is the loss of the facility to easily produce lists of each club’s fully registered players.  Clubs will need to nominate someone to administer their player registrations on Play-Cricket so that captains’ selection of players is secure.  The requirement to register all 3rd and lower XI players will also go a long way to ensure this outcome.
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Amend Clause 2(a), delete Clause 2(b) and renumber 2(c)
2.
Annual L&DCC Registration of Players 

(a) At the start of each season, the Registration Secretary will forward to the secretary of each club, a list of players registered as eligible for that club's 1st and 2nd XIs, ie registered on the league’s ECB Play-Cricket website. The each club’s Play-Cricket registration administrator shall check the club’s list of registered players on the Play-Cricket website for accuracy and completeness. return it to the Registration Secretary duly amended (and see 2(b) below) and signed in time for the start of the season. The signature of the club secretary or another officer of the club will suffice for re-registration purposes.

(b)The club’s play-cricket registration administrator must make any amendments to the details held on Play-Cricket in accordance with the changes recorded as above.

(b)New players for the season may be registered at any time before or during the season by following the procedure below.

There were no comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

OVERWHELMINGLY CARRIED
Proposal 27

This had already been taken under proposal 10 and with proposal 25, as a bloc.

Proposal 28

This proposal recognises that all such players need to have valid entry permits, visas etc and clubs need to check these documents each and every year that such a player is registered to play for them.
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Add new Clause 8(a)(ii)
8 
(a) (ii) The registration of all Category 3 (not exempt) players shall automatically lapse on 30th September and must be renewed in full as set out in Clause 4(a)(ii) in all or any subsequent seasons.
There were no comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

OVERWHELMINGLY CARRIED
Proposal 29

This proposal recognizes that all such players need to maintain their residency qualifications and clubs need to confirm each and every year that they have checked that these players still meet the requirements.  The L&DCC Registration Secretary will provide each club with its current list of ordinarily resident players born overseas and the club secretary will need to sign the form to confirm that the necessary checks have been made before the start of the following season. 
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Amend title of Clause 8(b)
(b) In relation to the registration of Categories 1b and 3 (exempt) overseas players:
(i) clubs must satisfy themselves by checking evidence of any such player’s continuous and continuing residence in this country, eg utility bills, Council Tax bills, entry and departure dates on passports. Copies of all pages of passports must be forwarded to the Registration Secretary with the L&DCC Registration Form as set out in Clause 4 above;
(ii)in addition, every Category 1b player must sign a declaration as follows:

‘I confirm that I have been resident in England and Wales for more than the last four years and during that period I have not been outside England and Wales for more than 70 days in total and 35 days consecutively in each of the four years.

‘I have not played first class cricket in the last five years or test cricket in the last ten years.

‘I have an independently checkable cricket record.

‘I confirm that any payment I receive for playing cricket is not my main source of income.

‘I understand that the punishment for making a false declaration in this regard will be severe and will most likely result in a lengthy ban, which will apply to all forms of recreational cricket in England and Wales.’
(iii)in addition, every Category 3 (exempt) player must sign a declaration as follows:

‘I confirm that I have been resident in England and Wales for the last 2 years and during that period I have not been outside England and Wales for more than 70 days in total and 35 days consecutively.  

‘I confirm that any payment I receive for playing cricket is not my main source of income.  

‘I understand that the punishment for making a false declaration in this regard will be severe and will most likely result in a lengthy ban, which will apply to all forms of recreational cricket in England and Wales.’
(iv)In the event of a player making a false declaration the club will also be liable to disciplinary action if they have failed to carry out all reasonable checks on the player’s documentary evidence.  Clubs will therefore need to keep a record of all such checks.
(v)The current ECB residential criteria for Categories 1b and 3 (exempt) players are set out in the Annex (clause 3.6.8) to this Section of the L&DCC Regulations.  Because there is a continuing need to verify that the criteria are met such registrations shall automatically lapse on 30th September and must be renewed in all subsequent seasons. Clubs must confirm in writing that they have examined evidence of continuous residence in this country for such players.  Otherwise they will be deemed to be Category 3 players.  If a Category 1b or 3 (exempt) player has unavoidably due to personal reasons had to leave England and Wales for longer than the permitted period the Management Committee will consider such player’s submission for continued Category 3 (exempt) status and its decision shall be final.
There were no comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

OVERWHELMINGLY CARRIED
Agenda Item 10
Proposals for Officers of the Liverpool and District Cricket Competition Management Committee

The Chair proposed that the meeting should take all the nominations as a bloc. This was agreed without comment from the meeting.

The Hon Sec read out all the nominations.
Main Committee
1. President:   
Mr E Hadfield, who has declared his willingness to serve. 

Commencing the third year of a three year term.
L&DCC Management Committee Nomination

2. Chairman: 






Position vacant





3. Post of Cricket Chairman:
Mr J Rotheram, who has declared his willingness to serve.

L&DCC Management Committee Nomination.

4. Hon Secretary:
Mr R.C.Weston,  who has declared his willingness to serve.

L&DCC Management Committee Nomination.
5. Hon Treasurer:
Mr M. Barber,  who has declared his willingness to serve.

L&DCC Management Committee Nomination.
6. Club and Ground Facilities Chairman 




Mr. Alan Bristow who has declared his willingness to serve.

L&DCC Management Committee Nomination.

7. Publicity and Sponsorship Chairman 




Mr John Williams who has declared his willingness to serve.

L&DCC Management Committee Nomination.

Sub-Committees 
8. Discipline Sub-Committee Chairman 

Judge R. McCullagh, 
who has declared his willingness to serve



L&DCC Management Committee Nomination
9 . First and Second XI Fixtures Secretary; 

Mr P.G.M.Lovgreen, who has declared his willingness to serve 
Proposed:
Ormskirk CC

Seconded:
 Leigh CC
10. Third XI Fixtures Secretary;  

Mr M.J.Leddy who has declared his willingness to serve

 L&DCC Management Committee Nomination
11. L&DCC Chief Junior Coach


Mr Chris Riley who has declared his willingness to serve
L&DCC Management Committee Nomination
12. L&DCC Representative Team Manager 
Position vacant subject to AGM vote on proposal 18
Agenda Item 11:

Appointment of Honorary Auditor;

Mr John McGlashan who has declared his willingness to serve
L&DCC Management Committee Nomination

Agenda Item 12:

Appointment of Honorary Legal Advisor;
Mr T.D.N. Kenward, who has declared his willingness to serve
L&DCC Management Committee Nomination
There were no comments; the Chair moved the meeting to a vote.

OVERWHELMINGLY CARRIED
Agenda Item 13:
MCUA

a) Ray Rigby spoke as the MCUA representation to Cr Co.

b) He thanked the L&DCC for their support and for their vote for the status quo over captain's cards.

c) RR made clear that some balls were being bought by clubs outwith the L&DCC bulk purchase system and so would not be stamped with the name of the L&DCC and, if after the umpires checked, the balls were not of the correct type, there would be no game. New Brighton CC was shocked. M/C confirmed that, in those circumstances, it would be perfectly permissible for the away team to provide the balls and be reimbursed by the home team. 

The Hon Sec confirmed that the L&DCC controlled the type of balls that were permitted not the supplier; the balls were either Reader Special County Imperial Crown or the Duke County International only but the balls did not have to be stamped with the L&DCC's name.

d) Changes to Laws in 2011 
RR explained that there had been several amendments or clarifications to the Laws of Cricket and which had come into effect on Friday 1st October 2010. He intended to provide the meeting with a brief outline of the changes. There would be more on this subject from the MCUA in the run up to season 2011in due course.

RR ran through each change in outline and brief discussions followed.

The following summary is based upon http://www.ecb.co.uk/news/laws-of-cricket,312172,EN.html and also upon http://www.cricket247.org/community/showthread.php?p=437537  

The MCC i.e. the Marylebone Cricket Club - who were the custodians and guardians of the Laws of Cricket, had produced a Fourth Edition of the Laws of Cricket (2000 Code). They had introduced changes aimed at (i) providing more fairness to both sides and (ii) reducing the amount of playing time lost.
(i) Fitness to play owing to light or ground conditions: 

Umpires were now to be the sole judge of whether play should continue in indifferent light. The batting side would no longer have any input - which was often given for purely tactical reasons and which now conflicted with Law 42 and the Spirit of Cricket. This brought the Laws of Cricket into line with Playing Regulations in the BFS L&DCC!
(ii) The toss: 

At least one umpire was now required to be present at the toss and the winning captain had to notify his counterpart of his decision to bat or field immediately. In the past, captains could wait until ten minutes before the start of the game, but in some cases this was being exploited to the losing side's disadvantage – again contravening Law 42 and the Spirit of Cricket. 
(iii)  Increased fairness: 
Other Law changes aimed at achieving more fairness between the teams included:
Giving batsmen who damage the pitch a single warning before penalty runs were issued, rather than two – to reflect the punishment for fielders;
Preventing (presumably slow bowlers) from delivering the ball with their front foot having crossed an imaginary line drawn between the middle stumps (e.g. declaring they were bowling over the wicket but releasing the ball as if they were bowling round the wicket);
Forbidding bowlers bowling the ball into the ground to a team mate, which damaged the ball and which may waste time.  
(iv) Practice beyond the boundaries: 

Fielders would no longer be able to practise with a twelfth man or coach outside the boundary during a game, as this afforded them an unfair opportunity to prepare that is not granted to the batsmen in the middle, again Law 42.
(viii)     Fielding athleticism: 

20/20 cricket had contributed to increasingly athletic fielding standards, and MCC was striving to ensure the Laws dealt with the challenges posed by the modern game - particularly in the light of ultra slow motion replays on television. 
Now, a fielder's first contact with the ball before making a catch must be within the boundary or, if his is airborne, his last contact with the ground must be within the field of play. He may subsequently step outside the rope, but a four or six will be scored if he makes further contact with the ball whilst grounded outside the boundary.

(v) Rare dismissals: 

The two final Law changes dealt with very rare forms of dismissal. 
Law 28.1 has been amended so, if a batsman's bat breaks in the act of playing a shot and the broken part of the bat hits the stumps, he will now be out. 
A new sub-section has been added to Law 29.1 to protect a batsman who is well in his ground – for example a sprinting batsman who has run past his stumps – but whose feet and bat happen to be in the air as the bails are removed.  He will now be deemed to be in.

e)  Round Robin matches in the KO will mix and match umpires in slightly different ways. There will be two pools of MCUA Grade 1 umpires this year, the 16 main ones plus a reserve list of 8. The list was on the MCUA website.
f) After the round robin stages KO games were "play by" not "play on". Clubs were strongly advised to book their umpires early through Steve Ball. Again details were on the website.

The Chester and Embee Cup remained the same, i.e. MCUA umpires from the quarter and semi finals respectively.

g) ACO members had to be used as umpires for all ECB games.

Agenda Item 14:
 Notices
The Chair ran through a number of items some of which the Hon Sec had already listed below.

(i) Cricket Committee members 2011
Bootle



representing Premier Division
Birkenhead St Marys

representing Division 2

Caldy



representing Division 2

Ormskirk


representing Premier Division 
St Helens Recs


representing Division 1

Sefton Park


representing Division 1
(ii) Cricket Committee meeting
Date of first meeting: provisionally Tues 1st March 2011 Sefton Park CC 7.30 pm
The Hon Sec reminded clubs that were to join the Cr Co that they were representatives of their division, not their club. 

If any club wished to raise an issue on Cr Co they were free to do so but had to do this in writing to the Hon Sec in advance of the meeting for prior circulation. Cr Co clubs had to follow the same procedure to avoid accusation of abuse of position.
(iii) Pre-Season Meeting 2011

Date of: Tues 12th April 2011 Sefton Park CC 7.30 pm

(iv) Structure of the L&DCC 3rd XIs 2011
3rd XI Saturday Competitions

Premier Division (12) 

1st XI Division (14)

Birchfield Park 3


Ainsdale 3


Birkenhead St. Mary’s 3 

Alder 3

Bootle 3



Birchfield Park 4

Liverpool 3


Caldy 3

Maghull 3


Caldy 4

New Brighton (KJ)

Liverpool 4

New Brighton (PD) 

Maghull 4



Northern 3


Northern (LP)


Northern 4


Northern (WC)


Ormskirk 3


Sefton Park 5

Sefton Park 3


Southport and Birkdale 3

Sefton Park 4


Southport Trinity 3





Wallasey 3





Wavertree 3

3rd XI Sunday Competitions

Premier Division (10) 

1st XI Div (East)  (10)

1st XI Div (West)  (10)


Bootle 4



Highfield 4


Ainsdale 4

Colwyn Bay 3


Leigh 4



Alder 5

Fleetwood Hesketh 3

Lytham 3


Formby 4

Formby 3


Maghull 5


Hightown 3

Highfield 3


Norley Hall 3


Northop Hall 3

Leigh 3



Orrell Red Triangle 4

Old Xaverians 3

Newton le Willows 3

St. Helens Recs 3


Parkfield Liscard 3

Orrell Red Triangle 3

Southport and Birkdale 4

Prestatyn 3

Rainhill 3


Rainford 3


Sefton Park 6

St. Helens 3


Wigan 3



Wallasey 4
(v)  Club Data on Club Officials for recording in the Handbook would be downloaded from the website on or very soon after Monday February 14th 2011. 
Clubs had to make sure that the data there was accurate before that date if they wanted their entry in Handbook 2011 to be accurate. 

Northop Hall CC, through John Isterling, asked by what date advertisements needed to be received. The Hon Treasurer made clear that the data was the same i.e. Feb 14th.
(vi) Fixtures: Copies of the Draft Fixtures for clubs had been issued at the start of the meeting in the AGM pack of papers. Clubs were asked to check these carefully and to send details of any difficulties to this meeting's Chair i.e. the President Eric Hadfield by email. 
The Chair apologised for the size of the print that was necessary to fit all the fixtures for a club for a whole season on one page. The colour on these print offs was also a little iffy! The Draft Fixtures were now on the website and they were easier to read and print from there. St Helens Recs drew the attention of the Chair to an error in their fixtures, they had made a particular request that had not carried through into the fixtures. He promised to send the Chair an email setting out the precise difficulty.
The Hon Sec explained that all requests had been passed to the compiler in good time but clubs needed to be aware of how difficult it had been to construct the fixtures this year in the light of the requests from Lancashire County Cricket Club for the use of Liverpool CC and Southport and Birkdale CC's ground during the time that Old Trafford square was turned through 90o. The 1st and 2nd XI Fixtures Secretary was thanked for his efforts. 
(vii)  Club and Ground: most of the clubs had now been PQS inspected as set out in detail in the C&G Chair's Report to this meeting. There had been 5 full replies to these in 2010 and 5 holding replies,
It was stressed that all clubs that had had a PQS inspection must reply properly in writing as soon as possible to show that the club had at least looked at the report which was designed to help them in a very club specific and targeted way. 
(viii) Lap Top Training: This would follow towards the end of February and would probably be at Bootle CC on a Saturday. Lap tops came supplied with two 9+ hour batteries.
Agenda Item 15:
Closure of meeting

The Chair closed the meeting at 9.38 pm, thanked representatives for their attendance and wished them a safe journey home.
C Weston 

Hon Sec L&DCC
Appendix 1
----- Original Message ----- 

From: Paul Bedford 

To: 
50+ people

Sent: Friday, October 01, 2010 5:30 PM

Subject: 2011 Guidelines for Leagues

Dear all,
 

Please see attached ECB Guidelines for Junior Players in Open Age Cricket together with extracts below from the Recreational Cricket Group Meeting on 15 September. I trust that you will find this information valuable at this time of the year to allow for implementation of any rule changes in 2011 season.
 

Non Ordinarily Resident Players
County Boards and Leagues within a County Board or across County Boards can consider not allowing players that are not ordinarily resident to play in some divisions within their structure. In many instances this will enable clubs to focus upon improving facilities and use local coaches rather than chasing for the next best 'overseas player' because other teams in the division/league have procured the services of such a player or are about to secure one.
 

In short,
 

If a registered player or contracted player for first class cricket including an Academy player is allowed to play in a division or league then non ordinarily resident players (overseas players) must be allowed to play. 
 

If a registered player or contracted player for first class cricket including an Academy player is not allowed to play then non ordinary residents can be excluded from these divisions or leagues. County Boards and Leagues may wish to consider how far down the structure this rule is applied as if League registration does not exist no exclusions can be effectively implemented. 
The most workable definition for the purposes of non first class open age cricket of a non ordinarily resident player is:

 

Not a British Citizen or Irish Citizen and has not resided in England or Wales for a minimum of 18 months immediately before the date of his request for registration and has not been out of the country for longer than 35 days consecutively or 70 days in total during the previous 24 months. 

 

or

 

is a British Citizen or Irish Citizen but not born within England & Wales or resided in England or Wales for a minimum of 18 months immediately before the date of his request for registration and has not been out of the country for longer than 35 days consecutively or 70 days in total during the previous 24 months.

 

 

Recreational Discipline
In 2011 Clubs and Leagues need to continue to improve discipline. Coaches and Team Managers were urged to take responsibility for setting the right standards.
Sanctions imposed in non first class game will again apply in First Class Cricket subject to a number of conditions. 

 
 
Governing Body Endorsements and Managed Migration
The new coalition Government is currently undertaking a consultation in relation to certain aspects of the Managed Migration system. The ECB is responding fully to the consultation and will report to subsequent meetings if there are to be any changes to cricket processes. 

The responsibility for managing the GBE process for cricket has now transferred to the First Class Cricket department from the Ethics and Compliance department. Emma Davis-Bidgood has transferred departments and taken on additional responsibilities as part of this arrangement. All Tier 5 GBEs will still be completed by Emma within her role in First Class Cricket. 
 
ECB Clubmark

The number of clubs who have achieved ECB Clubmark accreditation is 1581, which includes all ECB Premier League clubs for the 2011 season. 

The review work in relation to criteria amendments is almost complete. To enable some longer research on a few key points to be completed, it has been agreed that there will be no further changes to ECB Clubmark criteria until Autumn 2011, unless there are any significant new arrangements in relation to vetting volunteers and staff (please see 7.3).  

There will be some changes to the physical files and supporting materials in order to assist clubs with achieving ECB Clubmark. 
 

Have a great weekend
 

Paul
 

 

 

Paul Bedford : Head of non first class cricket.
England and Wales Cricket Board : Lord's Cricket Ground, London, NW8 8QZ
 

Tel: +44(0)20 7432 1216 : Mobile: +44(0)7825 844248 : Switchboard: +44 (0)20 7432 1200 
Email: Paul.Bedford@ecb.co.uk : Web: http://www.ecb.co.uk
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The contents of this e-mail are the property of the England & Wales Cricket Board. This e-mail (and any attachments) are confidential and intended for use by the named recipient(s) only. It may contain confidential or privileged information. Any opinions expressed herein are those of the individual and not necessarily those of the England & Wales Cricket Board. If you are not the intended recipient would you please immediately delete this e-mail and any attachments from your computer system without publishing, copying or distributing it, and notify the sender at the England & Wales Cricket Board. Do not disclose this e-mail or the information disclosed herein to any other person, use it for any purpose other than intended, or copy, distribute or store the information on any medium. Copyright in this e-mail and attachments created by us belong to England & Wales Cricket Board and the author also asserts the right to be identified as such and to prevent any misuse. Please conduct your own virus checks. The England & Wales Cricket Board does not accept responsibility or liability for any virus or any loss or damage caused by such software virus. Our web site is at http://www.ecb.co.uk.
England & Wales Cricket Board Limited. Registered Office: Lord's Cricket Ground, London NW8 8QZ. Registered in England No. 325
Appendix  2 

See page 29 above

Extract from the End of Season Minutes 2010 
Section 5 (b)
Wavertree asked about the KO Cup Competition "round robin" stages. If a side lost 1 game they were effectively out of that Cup competition. We needed to look at the format of this competition again. Colwyn Bay disagreed. That would be true in a simple KO system, this was not, you got 3 games was the whole point. 
Wavertree suggested a separate Cup Competition for every division. It was pointed out that this would mean 11(!) separate Cup Competitions if the 3rd XIs were treated in the same way too. Ray Rigby (MCUA) disagreed with the idea of divisional cups on other grounds too, there while had been some imbalance in some games it was true, the current format gave clubs the chance to play against each other in "league-unusual combinations", it gave an edge to games and it gave also umpires the chance to see a wider range of clubs. The basic idea had been well received in 2010 in the clubs that he had talked to. 
Clubs were again asked for their opinions. 
Ormskirk liked the basic idea of the 2010 format for all the reasons mentioned. 
Mark Wilkie from Newton le Willows suggested that one way of lengthening Cup runs and giving more summer Sunday Cup Cricket was to allow the top two clubs through from the round robin stages. 
This idea was enthusiastically supported from many parts of the room. Wavertree thought it was a great idea, it fully addressed their concerns. Rainford agreed and stated that it was an excellent idea. No one spoke against the idea. 
M/C undertook to look at the idea and to advise the Fixtures Sec accordingly.

Appendix 3
CLUB AND GROUND REPORT 2010

1. PQS

In 2008/09 the League, as an accredited Premier League, was given a grant by the ECB to use in any way that it thought fit to improve the playing standards within the League. 

As a result, it was decided by the Management Committee that it should be used to pay for members of the Institute of Groundsmen to visit the grounds within our League, carry out detailed soil analysis and make recommendations on ways that the soil conditions might be improved to provide better playing surfaces. The Management Committee decided to extend this programme to all clubs and match the ECB funding.

In 2009, under this programme, 12 grounds were assessed and the reports were sent to the clubs at the beginning of 2010.

In 2010, this programme was extended to a further 13 grounds (3 clubs decided not to participate in the programme) and the reports on these visits were sent to the clubs in October and November. In addition in 2010, 3 other grounds were inspected under the auspices of the LCB and the Wales CB.

From the feedback received to date from the clubs, it seems that the soil analysis and the recommendations made by the inspectors have been extremely beneficial to the clubs, though not all the recommendations can be implemented, mainly on cost grounds. However it is expected that clubs who have implemented the recommendations will see the benefit over the next couple of years

It is hoped that we will be able to offer this programme to the other 8 clubs during 2011.

2. GROUND ASSESSMENTS

About 4 years ago the Management Committee laid down a comprehensive set of standards which it expected clubs to achieve. Over the ensuing years, and with the benefit of experience and advice from the ECB and the LCB, these standards have been amended, refined and expanded and are now an integral part of our League structure.

All 36 grounds have been assessed since 2008 and the current assessment for each ground is shown on our website. In addition a summary for each of the 3 divisions were sent to the Chairman of each club at the end of October. At this point I admit that some of the assessments are not current as improvements to the grounds that have been made since the grounds were inspected, maybe in 2008 or early 2009 are not necessarily included. It is expected that, provided I can find some willing volunteers, all the grounds that were last inspected in 2008 will be re-inspected in 2011.

However the situation is as it is and each club can look at the pink-shaded areas on its own assessment and see where it might not be achieving the expected standard for the division it which it plays. 

Based on this data


21 grounds exceed Premier league standard


11 grounds exceed Division 1 standard


  3 grounds exceed Division 2 standard

and        1 ground is marginally below Division 2 standard 

The feedback and the action plans that that I have received indicate that by this time next year I should be able to report that more clubs will exceed the Premier League standard and all clubs will exceed Division 1 standard.

It has been agreed by the Management Committee that if a club fails to achieve the minimum standard for the division in which it plays it will be relegated for 2012, no matter where it finishes in 2011.

3. UMPIRES’ REPORT CARDS

During the 2010 season, in conjunction with the MCUA, the umpires were actively encouraged to complete a report card for every 1st XI game, covering all aspects of the game in which they were officiating and on the ground.  I am very pleased to report that there was 100% compliance and for that I offer my grateful thanks to all the umpires concerned.

These reports had a number of important uses.

· They gave the Management Committee data about the current playing conditions at every ground in the League which in turn was used to update some of the data in the ground assessments reports to which I referred earlier

· They provided a regular feedback regarding the achievement of the list of Basic Requirements that were detailed to clubs at the pre-season meeting in April. In turn this enabled me to contact clubs early in the season and remind them of these requirements where they were not being implemented. 

· They provided data on the quality of pitches and on the Spirit of Cricket which the League, as an accredited Premier League, was required to provide to the ECB at mid-season and again in September. 

A summary of the data collected from these reports was circulated to Club Chairmen in October. I have detailed below some of the more important statistics.

	PITCH
	Premier
	1st Division
	2nd Division

	Consistency
	3.46
	3.44
	3.22

	Seam movement
	3.41
	3.35
	3.25

	Carry/bounce
	3.38
	3.47
	3.27

	Spin
	3.35
	3.21
	3.12

	OVERALL
	3.40
	3.37
	3.22


The marks above are out of a maximum of 5. It is interesting to note that, as would be expected I think, the marks, other than for ‘carry and bounce’, go down as you go down the divisions. 

	SPIRIT OF CRICKET
	Premier
	1st Division
	2nd Division

	2010
	8.19
	7.71
	7.79

	2009
	8.90
	8.36
	n/a

	2008
	8.76
	8.96
	n/a


The Spirit of Cricket marks are out of 10. It is disappointing to see that the marks across the League seem to be falling year on year. I have deliberately not mentioned any clubs by name but it was also sad to see that 3 clubs had an average mark below 7.5 and 2 more clubs had an average mark below 7.0. It is the wish of the Management Committee that this overall downward trend is reversed in 2011.

The concept of umpires’ report cards will continue into 2011 but the format is to be changed to bring it into line more closely with the requirements of the ECB. Full details will be available at the pre-season meeting in April.

Finally I would like to express my thanks to everyone who has assisted me in the past 12 months. 

Alan Bristow

Chairman Club and Ground Committee

LDCC

December 2010.

Appendix 4

Disciplinary Chairman's Report 2010

In terms of incidents referred to me it was an encouraging year. 

The warnings and lessons of previous years seem to be being heeded. I conducted only two disciplinary appeals - one of which related to the previous season. 

The only other references related to spectator abuse resulting in a fine and a technical law infringement involving pitch rolling. 

I continue to urge that captains, players, clubs and spectators alike respect the role of the umpires not only as individuals without whom the game cannot function but also as a body of men dedicated to upholding the Laws and Traditions of Cricket. 

We must all create a climate of conduct on and off the field whereby recruitment to umpiring is seen as a natural and enjoyable corollary to playing.

Richard McCullagh 2010.
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